
Dear Sacred Heart Community,

As we begin Week 9 and enter the final two weeks of Semester 1, there is certainly no slowing
down at Sacred Heart.
This Friday, we celebrate The Feast of the Sacred Heart, also known as The Solemnity of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. This is a very special day for our school community, as it is our
Feast Day and connects deeply to who we are as a Catholic school.
The Sacred Heart of Jesus reminds us of God’s endless love, compassion and mercy for each of
us. The image of Jesus’ heart is a powerful symbol of love that is generous, forgiving and
always open to others. At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, this feast day speaks directly
to our motto, “Love One Another,” and to our values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and
Resilient Learners.
To be faith-filled is to trust in God’s love and share that love with others. To be respectful is to
recognise the dignity and worth of every person. To be resilient is to keep showing kindness,
courage and hope, even when things are challenging. These values are not just words on a wall;
they are the way we are called to live each day as a Sacred Heart community.
We look forward to gathering together on Friday to celebrate Sacred Heart Day through prayer,
community and joy.
On Thursday 4 June, we also held our Annual General Meeting for the School Advisory Board.
I am pleased to share with our community the members of our 2026 School Advisory Board:
Chairperson: Donna Cartwright
Deputy Chairperson: Kylie Ferteklis
Members: Toli Collins and Daniel Brown
P&F Representative: Sharina Goodwin
Staff Representative: Jazmin Hartmann
Parish Representative: Fr Mick Court
Principal:
The School Advisory Board plays an important role in supporting the life and direction of our
school. The Board works in partnership with the Principal and Catholic Education Northern
Territory to provide advice, support and guidance in areas such as school improvement,
strategic planning, policy, finance, facilities, community engagement and Catholic identity.
While the day-to-day leadership and management of the school remains the responsibility of the
Principal, the Advisory Board provides an important community voice and helps ensure that
Sacred Heart continues to grow as a welcoming, faith-filled and high-quality learning
community.
I would like to thank all members of the Advisory Board for their willingness to serve our
school community. Your time, wisdom and commitment are greatly appreciated.
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GOSPEL REFLECTION

The Body and Blood of Christ
John 6:51–58

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus tells the people, “I am the living bread that came down from
heaven.” Jesus teaches that He gives Himself completely for the life of the world. This
Gospel helps us understand the deep meaning of the Eucharist, where we receive Jesus’
presence and are reminded of His love, sacrifice and promise of eternal life.
The Body and Blood of Christ is not only something we receive at Mass; it is also a call
to live differently. When we share in the Eucharist, we are invited to become more like
Jesus in the way we treat others. We are called to be people of compassion, forgiveness,
generosity and love.

For us at Sacred Heart, this Gospel connects beautifully with our Feast Day and our
school motto, “Love One Another.” Jesus gives Himself fully out of love. In the same
way, we are called to give of ourselves through kindness, service, patience and care for
those around us.

This also links strongly to our values. We are Faith-Filled when we trust in Jesus and
recognise His presence in our lives. We are Respectful when we see Christ in every
person we meet. We are Resilient when we continue to choose love, forgiveness and hope,
even when it is difficult.

Family Reflection Questions
How can our family show Jesus’ love to others this week?
What does it mean to “Love One Another” at home, at school and in our community?
How can we be more thankful for the gift of the Eucharist and the love Jesus has for us?
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TEACHING & LEARNING 
At Sacred Heart, we continue working toward our goal of ensuring that all graduates
achieve reading and numeracy levels at or above the national benchmark. An important
part of this work is helping students not only learn something once, but remember it, use
it and build on it over time.
As parents and carers, you will know that children often need to hear, practise and revisit
things many times before they become confident. This is true in learning as well. Whether
it is learning new sounds, reading fluently, remembering number facts, spelling words
correctly or explaining a maths strategy, students need regular opportunities to practise
and recall what they have learnt.
The Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) explains that retention is the
ability to keep information in memory over time, while recall is the ability to bring that
knowledge back when it is needed. In simple terms, we want learning to “stick” so
students can use it confidently later.
This is especially important in reading and numeracy because these skills build step by
step. When children can remember key knowledge, such as letter sounds, spelling
patterns, number facts or problem-solving strategies, they are better able to take on more
challenging learning.
At school, teachers support this by regularly revisiting previous learning, asking students
to explain their thinking, giving feedback and helping students connect new learning to
what they already know. These small but powerful practices help move learning from
short-term memory into long-term understanding.

Some of the key ways we support this include:

Remembering and recalling learning
Students are encouraged to bring learning back to mind through questions, quick reviews,
class discussions and short activities. This helps strengthen memory.

Revisiting learning over time
Students return to important skills and concepts regularly, rather than only learning them
once. This helps knowledge become more secure.

Mixing up practice
Students are given opportunities to apply learning in different ways and situations. This
helps them become flexible thinkers.

Receiving feedback
Teachers help students understand what they are doing well and what their next step is.
This helps students correct mistakes and keep improving.
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TEACHING & LEARNING 

Explaining their thinking
When students explain how they worked something out, they deepen their understanding
and become more confident learners.

These approaches are already happening across our classrooms. They are part of our
commitment to high-quality teaching and helping every child grow.

How families can help at home
Families play an important role in helping learning stick. This does not need to be
complicated or take a long time. Small, regular moments can make a big difference.

Ask your child to tell you about their learning
Instead of asking, “Did you read your book?” you might ask, “What happened in the
story?” or “What was one new word you learnt today?”

Practise a little and often
 A few minutes of reading, spelling or number facts each night is often more helpful than
one long session once a week.

Ask your child to explain how they know
Questions such as “How did you work that out?” or “Can you teach me?” help children
organise their thinking and build confidence.

Use everyday moments
Shopping, cooking, reading signs, telling the time, playing sport or counting money are
all great ways to practise reading and numeracy in real life.

Celebrate effort and improvement
When children see that practice helps them get better, they are more likely to keep trying
and show resilience when learning feels challenging.

Together, school and home can help students remember more, understand more deeply
and continue growing as confident, capable learners.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 8 AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to all of our Week 8 Award recipients. These awards celebrate student
growth, effort, resilience, respect and achievement across our school.

Room 1
John – Academic Award for being able to read whole sentences.

Room 3
Angela – Academic Award for her enthusiasm during Literacy lessons and her amazing
progress starting to read readers at home.

Room 5
Tristan – For making a strong effort to strengthen your reading skills. You are showing
growth and responding positively to teacher feedback to achieve your learning goals.
Keep up the fantastic work!
Caleb – For demonstrating resilience and responding positively to teacher feedback to
strengthen your spelling skills and improve your poetry writing. Keep up the great effort!

Room 7
Mateo – For demonstrating strong recognition of our digraph sounds in regular words. He
is beginning to use our learning wall to support the spelling of tricky words. Keep up the
great work, Mateo!
Ehizele – For consistently trying her best across all areas of learning. She is a fantastic
role model for her peers. Keep up the great work, Ehizele!

Room 9
Thomas – For demonstrating terrific cooperation during Science lessons and successfully
completing the Water Cycle experiment. Keep letting your interest in learning shine. We
are proud of you!
Nioti – For growing in confidence when speaking into the microphone during
Community Circle and assembly reading practice activities. Keep showing your courage.
We are very proud of you!
Lex – For terrific dedication to learning and consistent academic success across all areas
of Literacy and Numeracy. Your hard work, perseverance and positive attitude have
helped you achieve solid results. Keep it up! Every effort you make helps you grow, learn
and reach new goals. Well done. We are proud of you!
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 8 AWARD WINNERS

Room 10
Ava – For writing an excellent narrative, as well as being a resilient learner who always
does her best to contribute to lessons. We hope you continue to be a role model for all
members of our class.
Michelle – For your outstanding resilience and dedication to all the work that you do. You
have also written an excellent narrative this week. We hope you continue to inspire all
members of Room 10!

Room 11
Eve – For significant improvement in spelling, achieving over 72% accuracy in your last
three tests, including an impressive top score of 45/50. This reflects your dedication to
learning, consistent effort and commitment to growth. Keep it up!
Alena – For consistently demonstrating the school value of respect through your kindness
and positive attitude towards others, even in challenging situations. You speak to everyone
with care and kindness, regularly offer a helping hand, and are a positive role model for
respectful behaviour in Room 11. Keep being you!

Room 14
Zarki – For your curiosity and engagement in our class library sessions. Your application
during these lessons is commendable as you connect with your interest in discovering new
learning and reading. Keep it up!
Jesslyn – For your efforts and developing resilience towards seeking support and
feedback in Religion. Your application to this subject and detailed responses in your tasks
show your connection with being faith-filled and how we can display Jesus’ message
today.

Room 15
Maximus – For your impressive results on the Earth and Space Science test. You
demonstrated focus, determination and a genuine eagerness to learn, and your hard work
paid off. We are incredibly proud of you!
Holly – For demonstrating resilience even when we have had so many assessments. You
have stayed positive and worked hard to complete all your tasks and activities. Well done!

We are incredibly proud of all students recognised this week. Your effort, resilience,
leadership and commitment to learning continue to make Sacred Heart a wonderful place
to learn and grow.
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UPCOMING FORTNIGHT
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KEY DATES – TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2
School Officers’ Day
10 June

Sacred Heart Day Mass
12 June – 9:00am

Sacred Heart Day Activities
12 June – 10:30am

City to Surf
14 June

Vinnies School Sleep in
18 June

Last Day of Term 2
19 June

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
13 July
Students Return for Term 3
14 July
Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July
100 Days of School (Transition)
TBC
Athletics Carnival
31 July
Interschool AFL
11 August
Interschool AFL
13 August
Assumption of Mary Liturgy
14 August
Science Week
15 August – 23 August
Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August – 23 August
Book Week
22 August – 28 August
Book Week Parade (Literacy Focus – No Class Awards)
28 August
Interschool Table Tennis
4 September
Teacher Aide Day
4 September
Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September
Parent Teacher Interviews
9 September – 10 September
Interschool Volleyball
18 September
Catholic Mission Day
16 October
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FINAL WORD

As we move towards the end of term, we continue to hold high expectations and strong
standards for learning and behaviour at Sacred Heart. We remain steadfast in our goal that
graduates of Sacred Heart achieve reading and numeracy levels at or above the national
benchmark.

This goal is ambitious, but it is also deeply important. It reflects our belief that every child
can grow, every child can learn, and every child deserves the opportunity to flourish.

Through high-quality teaching, strong relationships, consistent routines and partnership
with families, we will continue working together to support every student.

We also look forward to seeing families at our Sacred Heart Day Mass and celebrations
this Friday. It will be a wonderful opportunity to gather as a community, celebrate who we
are, and give thanks for the love of Jesus that sits at the heart of our school.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved. 💜

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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