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Dear Sacred Heart families,
As we come to the end of Semester 1, I write this newsletter article with a very full and grateful
heart. This week marks not only the end of another busy, joyful and successful semester at
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, but also my final week as Principal of this beautiful
community.

Over the past three and a half years, I have had the great privilege of leading Sacred Heart.
During this time, I have stood before our students, staff and families at assemblies, Masses,
liturgies, celebrations, school events and community gatherings. I have spoken many times
about learning, achievement, faith, growth, challenges, school values and the importance of
being the best people we can be.

However, this week feels different. It is a moment to pause, to give thanks and to recognise just
how special Sacred Heart truly is.

Sacred Heart is often described as a small school with a big heart. This is not simply a phrase
or slogan. It is something lived each day. It is seen in the way students care for one another in
the playground, the way older students support younger students, the way families offer their
time and encouragement, and the way staff continually go above and beyond for the children in
their care. It is felt in the warmth of our community, in the energy of our classrooms, in the joy
of our celebrations and in the faith that sits at the centre of who we are.

At the heart of Sacred Heart is our motto: Love One Another. These simple but powerful words
from Jesus have guided our work, our decisions and our relationships. They remind us that
Catholic education is about much more than what happens in classrooms. It is about forming
people of faith, hope, compassion and service. It is about helping children understand that they
are loved by God, that they have gifts to share, and that they are called to make a positive
difference in the lives of others.

Throughout my time as Principal, one of the things I have been most proud of is the way Sacred
Heart has continued to aim high. We have worked hard to build a culture where learning
matters, effort matters and every child is known, supported and challenged. We have continued
to strengthen our focus on high expectations, quality teaching, student growth and the belief
that every child can learn and succeed.

A significant focus of our work has been literacy and numeracy. We have set a clear and
important goal: that every student who graduates from Sacred Heart leaves achieving at or
above the national benchmark, particularly in reading, writing and mathematics. This goal is
ambitious, but it is also deeply important. Strong literacy and numeracy skills open doors for
children. They build confidence, create opportunities and give students the tools they need to
understand the world, express their ideas, solve problems, think deeply and continue learning
throughout their lives.
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While we are proud of our academic growth and achievements, our work has never simply been
about data, results or numbers. At Sacred Heart, it has always been about children. It has always
been about their future. It has always been about helping each student develop the knowledge,
skills, confidence and character they need to thrive.

We want every graduate of Sacred Heart to leave our school as a strong reader, writer and
mathematician. But just as importantly, we want them to leave as good people. We want them to
be people of faith, kindness, courage and hope. We want them to be respectful in the way they
speak to others, resilient when things are difficult, and compassionate towards people who need
support. We want them to be the type of people who include others, stand up for what is right,
show gratitude, serve their community and live out our values as Faith-Filled, Respectful and
Resilient Learners.

This work does not happen through school alone. It happens through true partnership with
families. Parents and carers are the first and most important educators of their children, and it
has been one of the great privileges of my time at Sacred Heart to walk alongside families in this
shared work. When families and school work together, children flourish. When we share high
expectations, communicate openly, support one another through challenges and celebrate
successes together, children know they are surrounded by adults who believe in them. That belief
is powerful.

To our students, I want to say thank you. You are the reason we are all here. You bring life, joy,
energy, curiosity and hope to Sacred Heart every day. You have made me smile, laugh, reflect
and, at times, even chase you around the playground. Most importantly, you have reminded me
every day why schools matter. I am incredibly proud of you. Keep working hard. Keep being
kind. Keep aiming high. Keep listening to your teachers. Keep looking after your friends. Keep
living our values. Never forget that you are capable of great things.

To our teachers, thank you. Thank you for your passion, professionalism, patience and deep
commitment to learning. Teaching is demanding work, but each day you turn up for our students.
You plan, teach, support, encourage, challenge and care. You have helped build a culture where
students are expected to do their best and are supported to achieve it. Your work has made a
lasting difference.

To our administration team, thank you. You are often the first faces people see and the calm
voices people hear. You hold so much of the school together, often in ways that are not always
visible to others. Your care, organisation, kindness and professionalism are deeply valued.

To our educators and support staff, thank you. The encouragement, patience and support you
provide to students makes a real and lasting difference. You help children feel safe, included and
ready to learn. You walk beside students when they need extra help, and the impact of your work
is powerful.
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To our ELC and OSHC staff, thank you. You are such an important part of the Sacred Heart
story. You help create spaces where children are welcomed, nurtured, cared for and known. You
support our youngest learners, our families and the life of this school community in such
meaningful ways.

To our leadership team, thank you. Thank you for your wisdom, honesty, strength and
commitment to this school. Leadership is service, and I have been blessed to serve alongside
people who care deeply about Sacred Heart and who always seek what is best for students, staff
and families.

As I prepare to leave Sacred Heart, I do so with deep gratitude. There have been moments of
great joy, moments of challenge, moments of growth and moments I will never forget. This
school has shaped me as a leader, as an educator and as a person. I am grateful for the trust that
has been placed in me, for the support I have received, and for the many relationships that have
made this community so special.

I am proud of what we have achieved together. I am proud of the way Sacred Heart has
continued to grow. I am proud of the way we have lifted expectations, strengthened learning,
celebrated faith and built a community where people are welcomed, valued and loved. I am
proud that our school continues to be known not only for its learning, but for its heart.

As we look to the future, I would also like to wish Mr Walter all the very best as the next
Principal of Sacred Heart. He is very lucky to be joining such an amazing community, and I
have no doubt that he will lead Sacred Heart into many more wonderful things. I know our
students, staff and families will welcome him with the same warmth, kindness and support that
you have shown me.

Sacred Heart must continue to aim high. Continue to believe in every child. Continue to make
literacy and numeracy a priority. Continue to ensure that every graduate leaves this school with
the skills, confidence and character they need to thrive. Continue to be a school where faith is
lived, respect is shown, resilience is built and learning is celebrated.

To our families, thank you for your partnership. Thank you for trusting us with your children.
Thank you for your encouragement, honesty, support and belief in Sacred Heart. Schools are
strongest when families and staff work together, and I have been blessed to be part of such a
generous and caring community.

Thank you for allowing me to lead this beautiful school. Thank you for your trust. Thank you for
your support. Thank you for your kindness. Thank you for the memories. Most of all, thank you
for showing me every day what it truly means to Love One Another.

May God continue to bless Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, its students, staff, families
and future.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved: forever.
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SACRED HEART DAY

On Friday 12th June, we came together as a school community to celebrate one of the most
significant days in our school year: Sacred Heart Day. This special day is connected to the Feast
of the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, a celebration in the Catholic Church that
reminds us of the deep, unconditional and compassionate love that Jesus has for each of us.

For our school, Sacred Heart Day is more than a celebration. It is a day that helps us reflect on
who we are, what we believe and how we are called to live. As a school named Sacred Heart,
this feast day holds a very special place in our story. It calls us to remember that the heart of
Jesus is a symbol of love, mercy, compassion, forgiveness and service.

During our Sacred Heart Day Mass, Fr Mick spoke beautifully about how we are each called to
become the heart of Jesus through our actions. He reminded us that we show the heart of Jesus
not only through our words, but through the way we treat others each day. When we are kind,
when we forgive, when we include others, when we help someone in need, when we show
patience, when we stand up for what is right, and when we choose love, we make the heart of
Jesus visible in our school community.

This message connects strongly with our school motto, Love One Another. These simple but
powerful words from Jesus continue to guide us as a Catholic school community. Sacred Heart
Day gave us the opportunity to pause and reflect on how we live this motto in our classrooms, in
the playground, in our friendships, in our learning and in the way we care for one another.

A very special part of our celebration was the way each class presented to the school what it
means for them to be the heart of Jesus. It was wonderful to see our students speak with such
thought, faith and understanding. Each class shared how they can show the heart of Jesus
through their actions, choices and relationships. Their presentations reminded us that even small
actions of kindness, respect, compassion and service can make a powerful difference.

Our students showed that being the heart of Jesus means welcoming others, helping friends,
speaking with kindness, showing respect, being resilient when things are difficult, including
those who may feel left out, and bringing joy and hope to the people around us. These
presentations were a beautiful example of our students living out our values as Faith-Filled,
Respectful and Resilient Learners.

Another important part of our Sacred Heart Day celebration was the presentation of our 2026
Sacred Heart Awards. These awards recognise members of our community who live out the
spirit, values and heart of Sacred Heart in a meaningful and lasting way.

We warmly congratulate Amelia Wiguna, our 2026 Sacred Heart Student Award recipient.
Amelia is a wonderful example of what it means to live our motto, Love One Another. Through
her kindness, compassion, respect and care for others, Amelia helps make Sacred Heart a more
welcoming and inclusive place. She leads through her actions, treats others with dignity and
shows what it means to be a Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learner.
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We also warmly congratulate Rebecca McCormack, our 2026 Sacred Heart Staff Award
recipient. Rebecca’s long and dedicated service to Sacred Heart has had a lasting impact on our
community. Through her care, generosity, professionalism and deep commitment to students,
staff and families, Rebecca has helped shape the heart of our school. Her work reflects the very
best of Sacred Heart, and we are incredibly grateful for all she has given and continues to give to I
our community.

Sacred Heart Day reminded us that the heart of our school is found in people. It is found in the
daily actions of kindness, service, patience, encouragement, forgiveness and love. It is found in
the way we welcome others, support one another and continue to build a school where every
person feels known, valued and loved.

Thank you to Fr Mick for celebrating Mass with us and for his powerful message. Thank you to
our staff for preparing the students so thoughtfully, to our students for their beautiful class
presentations, and to our families and guests who joined us for this special celebration.

May we continue to be the heart of Jesus through our actions, and may we continue to live our
motto, Love One Another, each day.
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TEACHING & LEARNING

One of the great celebrations from Semester 1 has been the continued growth we have
seen in literacy across Sacred Heart. Literacy remains one of our key priorities because
we know how important it is for every child’s learning, confidence and future success.

At Sacred Heart, we have a clear and important goal: that every student who graduates
from Sacred Heart will leave reading at or above the national benchmark. This goal
continues to guide our work and reminds us of the importance of strong reading, writing,
spelling and oral language skills for every learner.

Throughout Semester 1, our teachers have been closely monitoring student progress in
literacy. This has included reading fluency, accuracy, spelling knowledge, writing
development and student confidence. This information helps teachers understand where
each student is at, what they need next and how we can continue to support, challenge and
extend their learning.

Our Semester 1 reading data shows some very pleasing growth. Across the school
students Oral Reading Fluency grew, on average, from approximately 84 words correct
per minute to approximately 105 words correct per minute. This is an average growth
of around 21 words correct per minute across the semester with school reading accuracy
of 95%

This is a wonderful reflection of the hard work of our students, the dedication of our staff
and the impact of explicit, focused literacy teaching.

We have also seen strong growth across a number of year levels and classrooms. Some
class groups recorded average growth of more than 25 words correct per minute, with
examples including growth of approximately 27, 30 and 32 words correct per minute
across the semester. These results show that our students are building confidence,
automaticity and fluency as readers.

There have also been many individual success stories. Without naming students, we have
seen some students increase their reading fluency by more than 50 words correct per
minute, with one student recording growth of over 100 words correct per minute. While
every child’s learning journey is different, these examples remind us of what is possible
when students receive strong teaching, regular practice, encouragement and support.

We are also seeing pleasing development in spelling. Our SpellEx data shows growth
from the initial screener, where the school average was approximately 68%o, to later
progress monitoring checks where averages were consistently in the mid-to-high 70%
range. In one progress check, 20 out of 24 students achieved 80% or above, showing
strong development in spelling patterns, tricky and useful words, dictation and editing
skills.
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TEACHING & LEARNING

This growth matters because literacy is about more than numbers on a page. It is about children.
It is about helping each student become a confident reader, writer, speller, thinker and
communicator. Strong literacy skills allow students to access all areas of the curriculum, express

their ideas, understand the world around them and continue to grow as lifelong learners.

We are very proud of the progress our students have made during Semester 1. We are proud of
their effort, persistence and willingness to improve. We are also grateful to our teachers,
educators and support staff, who continue to use data, explicit teaching and high expectations to
support every learner.

Families also play a vital role in this growth. Every time a child reads at home, talks about a
book, practises sounds or spelling patterns, writes for a real purpose, or receives encouragement
to keep going, their confidence and ability continue to grow.

As we move into Semester 2, literacy will remain a strong focus at Sacred Heart. We will
continue to aim high, monitor progress, respond to student needs and work in partnership with
families to ensure every child continues to grow.

This is important work, and it is work we are proud to do together as a school community.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 10 AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to all of our Week 10 Award recipients. These awards celebrate student
growth, effort, resilience, respect and achievement across our school.

Room 1
Celeste — For learning the months of the year. Well done, Celeste!

Room 3

Madison — For her efforts with reading and her dedication during Literacy lessons. Keep
up the wonderful work, Madison!

Indi — For her efforts with reading and her enthusiasm during Literacy lessons. Well
done, Indi!

Room 5

Koby — For demonstrating consistent effort, perseverance and a strong commitment to
learning throughout the semester. Through your positive attitude and dedication, you have
achieved strong results across a range of learning areas. Congratulations, Koby!

Anastasia — For demonstrating resilience and responding positively to teacher feedback
to improve your learning. Keep up the great effort and continue striving for your personal
best!

Room 7

Kamira - For trying her best during super sentence writing and accepting feedback to
improve her work. Keep up the great effort, Kamira!

Michael — For beautifully demonstrating the Spirit of Jesus during our Making Jesus Real
session with Marty Ogle. Through your kindness, respect and care for others, you showed
what it means to live like Jesus each day. Well done, Michael!

Obi — For your enthusiastic participation and faith-filled attitude during our Sacred Heart
Feast Day. You showed respect, joy and a true spirit of our school motto, Love One
Another. Well done, Obi!
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 10 AWARD WINNERS

Room 9

Ethan — For being a terrific role model when representing the school on excursion by
following our Sacred Heart values. Keep being a faith-filled, respectful and resilient role
model. We are proud of you!

Finn — For demonstrating focus, effort and a positive attitude towards writing. You
should be proud of the engaging and adventure-filled narrative you created, as well as
your thoughtful letter reflecting the life of a convict in Australia during the 1700s. Your
dedication to doing your best has resulted in excellent work and very pleasing
achievement. Keep up the fantastic effort!

Room 10

Lee — For achieving very good results in your Spelling assessment, writing an amazing
narrative that hooks the reader from beginning to end, and demonstrating exceptional
respect and resilience throughout. We hope you continue to be a role model for all
members of Room 10!

Jaden — For achieving the highest Dojo points in Room 10 during the last week of term,
achieving 97% on your Spelling assessment, and showing respect, resilience and faith
throughout. We hope you continue to inspire all members of Room 10!

Room 11

Alijah — For outstanding effort and achievement in all learning areas. Well done, Alijah!
Charlotte — For demonstrating strong resilience and respect in everything you do. Keep
up the wonderful work, Charlotte!

Room 14

Jaden — For your consistent application and effort in our literacy sessions. You continue
to demonstrate strong capability in spelling and reading through your SpellEx and
DIBELS results. Well done, Jaden!

Brock — For your steady and helpful presence in our classroom and school community.
The respect and genuine care you show in looking after our learning space and helping
everyone feel welcome and connected is truly commendable. Thank you for your
resilience, hard work and dependable spirit.

Kevin — Welcome to Sacred Heart and Room 14! Thank you for being a part of our class.
We are so glad to have you in our community.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 10 AWARD WINNERS

Room 15

Maximus — For the positive contribution you have made to our class by consistently
demonstrating our school values of being faith-filled, resilient and respectful. As you
begin your next chapter, we wish you every success and know you will continue to make

a positive impact wherever you go.

Gavin — For demonstrating a strong understanding in our recent Mathematics test on
Probability. You worked hard during lessons, asked questions when you needed to and
sought feedback to improve your learning. Well done, Gavin!

Alex — For demonstrating strong leadership skills during our morning fitness program.
You work hard to ensure all students are safe, understand the rules and enjoy participating
in the activities. Well done, Alex!

We are incredibly proud of all students recognised this week. Your effort, resilience,
leadership, kindness and commitment to learning continue to make Sacred Heart a
wonderful place to learn and grow.
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KEY DATES -TERM 3

Staff Professional Learning Day — Pupil Free
13 July

Students Return for Term 3

14 July

Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July

100 Days of School (Transition)

TBC

Athletics Carnival

31 July

Interschool AFL

11 August

Interschool AFL

13 August

Assumption of Mary Liturgy

14 August

Science Week

15 August — 23 August

Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August — 23 August

Book Week

22 August — 28 August

Book Week Parade (No Class Awards)

28 August

Interschool Table Tennis

4 September

Teacher Aide Day

4 September

Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September

Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September

Parent Teacher Interviews

9 September — 10 September
Interschool Volleyball

18 September

Catholic Mission Day

16 October
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FINAL WORD

As we come to the end of Semester 1, we thank our students, staff and families for a
wonderful term of learning, growth and community.

Sacred Heart continues to be a place where we hold high expectations, strong standards
and a deep belief that every child can learn, grow and succeed. Our ongoing focus on
literacy and numeracy, particularly our goal that every graduate leaves Sacred Heart
reading at or above the national benchmark, remains an important part of who we are and
what we are striving to achieve.

This work is ambitious, but it is also deeply important. It reflects our belief that every
child deserves the opportunity to flourish. Through high-quality teaching, strong
relationships, consistent routines and genuine partnership with families, Sacred Heart will
continue to support every student to grow in confidence, skill and character.

We wish every student, staff member and family a safe, restful and enjoyable break. May it
be a time to pause, recharge and enjoy time with loved ones.

A reminder that students return for Term 3 on Tuesday 14th July.

May God continue to bless Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School and may our
community continue to live out our motto, Love One Another.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved: forever.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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