
Dear Sacred Heart Community,

Week 5 was certainly a very big and interesting week for our Sacred Heart 
community following my announcement that I will be concluding my time 
as Principal at the end of this term.
Since that announcement, Catholic Education NT has commenced the 
recruitment process, with the aim of being able to share an appointment with our
community by the end of Week 9, if not sooner. I would sincerely like to thank our
families, staff, students and wider community for the many kind words, messages of
support and well wishes shared over the past week. They have been greatly appreciated.
While leadership transitions can naturally bring uncertainty, I want to reassure our
community that the important work occurring at Sacred Heart will continue strongly.
Over the past 24–36 months, together we have built significant momentum around school
culture, routines, expectations and high-quality teaching practices. Most importantly, we
have established a strong and consistent focus on literacy instruction and student
achievement.
I remain extremely confident that the foundations now embedded within our school will
continue to grow and strengthen. The systems, structures and culture established through
our literacy journey are already beginning to translate into our growing focus on
numeracy and our long-term academic goals.

Our vision remains clear:

Every graduate of Sacred Heart reading at or above the national benchmark.
Every graduate of Sacred Heart achieving numeracy levels at or above the national
benchmark.
Excellent teaching and learning occurring in every classroom, every day.

Although my time at Sacred Heart is coming to a close, my focus- and the focus of our
amazing staff- remains unchanged. We will continue striving to make Sacred Heart the
very best school and community possible for every child and every family.

Thank you for your continued partnership, trust and support.
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GOSPEL REFLECTION

The Ascension of the Lord – Matthew 28:19–20
Gospel: Matthew 28:19–20

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus gives His disciples one final mission before
ascending into Heaven:
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations… and know that I am with you
always; yes, to the end of time.”
These words are often called “The Great Commission.” Jesus is asking His
followers not to stay still, but to go out into the world and live out His message
through their words, actions and the way they treat others.
Fr Michael Tate reflects that although Jesus physically ascended into Heaven, He
did not leave His disciples alone. Instead, His presence continues through the Holy
Spirit and through the actions of His people here on Earth. Jesus remains with us
whenever we show love, compassion, forgiveness and kindness to others.
This Gospel reminds us that every person has an important role to play in making
the world a better place. At Sacred Heart, we are called to live this mission each day
through our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient learners.

Being Faith-Filled means trusting that Jesus is always with us, even when we
cannot physically see Him.
Being Respectful means treating others with dignity, kindness and compassion.
Being Resilient means having the courage to continue doing good, even when
things feel challenging.

As a school community, we are reminded that we are all called to be examples of
Christ in the way we learn, lead, serve and care for one another.

Family Reflection Questions
1.How can our family show God’s love to others this week?
2.When have you felt supported or guided by God during a difficult time?
3.What does it mean to be a Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient learner at home and

at school?
4.As a family, complete one small act of kindness this week to help someone else feel

included, valued or cared for.
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TEACHING & LEARNING 
Supporting Reading at Home

At Sacred Heart, literacy continues to be a major focus area across our school. We know
that reading is one of the most important skills a child can develop, and strong
partnerships between school and home make a significant difference in student success.
Research shows that reading success is built through the development of five key areas:

1.Phonemic Awareness
2.Phonics
3.Vocabulary
4.Fluency
5.Comprehension

These “5 Keys to Reading” are explained clearly in the resource How We Read: A
Graphic Guide to Literacy and through the excellent parent resources available from Five
from Five.

Families can support reading at home by:

Reading with your child every day.
Asking questions about the story or information being read.
Encouraging your child to sound out unfamiliar words.
Listening to your child read aloud regularly.
Talking about new vocabulary together.
Modelling a love of reading at home.

We encourage all families to explore the following parent resources:

Five from Five Parent Resources
Effective Teaching of Reading

Reading is not simply a school skill- it is a lifelong skill that opens doors to learning,
creativity, confidence and opportunity.

https://fivefromfive.com.au/parent-resources/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fivefromfive.com.au/parent-resources/does-my-child-need-help/effective-teaching-of-reading/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


As part of our 2026 SAIP Goal focused on strengthening identity, belonging and
engagement, this year we introduced our House Electives program, which occurs twice
each term.
Last Friday, we held our first House Elective sessions for Term 2, and it was wonderful to
see students from across all year levels coming together within their Houses to participate
in a range of engaging activities.

The House Electives program is designed to:

Strengthen peer connections across year levels.
Build student leadership opportunities.
Develop teamwork and collaboration skills.
Create a stronger sense of belonging and school pride.
Encourage students to support and learn from one another.

One of the most powerful aspects of the program is seeing older students naturally step
into leadership roles while younger students gain confidence through positive peer
interactions. Opportunities like these help create a connected and inclusive school culture
where every student feels valued and known.
At Sacred Heart, we know that students learn best when they feel safe, connected and a
genuine sense of belonging within their school community.
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BUILDING BELONGING THROUGH HOUSE ELECTIVES



We are excited to share that this June, a group of our students and families will have the
opportunity to attend the Ignite Conference in Darwin — a vibrant Catholic youth event
filled with music, faith, fun and inspiration.
Ignite brings together young people from across Australia for an unforgettable experience
of live music, engaging speakers, interactive workshops, prayer, games and opportunities
to grow in friendship and faith.
It is a wonderful opportunity for students to deepen their relationship with God while
celebrating alongside other young people in a joyful and welcoming environment.
We encourage families to consider being part of this incredible experience. Ignite is more
than just a conference — it is an opportunity for our young people to encounter faith in a
dynamic and meaningful way, create lasting memories and be inspired to live with
courage, kindness and purpose.
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FROM MRS HARTMANN- IGNITE CONFERENCE 2026

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 5 AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to all of our Week 5 Award recipients. It is always wonderful to celebrate
the achievements, growth and positive contributions of our students across the school.
These awards reflect not only academic success, but also the way our students continue to
demonstrate our Sacred Heart values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient
learners each and every day.

Room 1
Grace Lacey – Academic Award for identifying sounds in familiar words and
demonstrating growing confidence during literacy learning.

Room 3
Thiago – Academic Award for enthusiasm and active participation during Initial Lit
lessons.
Constance – Values Award for dedication to her learning and being a positive role
model within the classroom.
Arlo – Welcome Award.



Room 5
Jordan Wiguna – For making a strong effort to improve reading and writing skills, growing
in confidence and using teacher feedback to improve learning outcomes.
Pippa Price – For making a strong effort to improve reading and writing skills, growing in
confidence and using teacher feedback to improve learning outcomes.
Eremodo Naqila – For demonstrating resilience and trying your best to follow class
expectations. Keep believing in yourself and continuing to strive for success.

Room 7
Archer Brant – For demonstrating pleasing progress and commitment to always trying your
best in literacy. Congratulations on your recent Cumulative Review 1 results.
Aibhilin Treacy – For actively participating in whole-class discussions and sharing creative
ideas to develop an engaging procedure text.
Rafaella Naqila – For consistently demonstrating resilience, positivity and commitment
across all areas of learning while continuing to build confidence each day.

Room 9
Roxanne Samardin – For attentive listening during learning activities and demonstrating
growing competency in Mathematics through focus and a positive attitude.
Will Grant – For terrific cooperation during Science lessons, engaging thoughtfully in the
Water Cycle experiment and applying feedback positively.
Connor Chapman – For thoughtful contributions during HASS discussions and
demonstrating strong understanding of communities, rules and laws.
Alana Ogar – For attentive listening, determination and persistence in learning, while
consistently demonstrating positive role modelling and resilience.

Room 14
William Schloss – For enthusiasm and curiosity during our Science topic on Space, and for
confidently sharing knowledge to support class learning.
Ezekial Norris – For outstanding leadership as a House Leader during morning fitness
sessions, helping students feel connected, active and engaged while demonstrating our
school values.

We are incredibly proud of all students recognised this week. Your effort, resilience, leadership
and commitment to learning continue to make Sacred Heart a wonderful place to learn and
grow. Well done to all award winners!
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KEY DATES – TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2
Lego League 
19  Mayth

Interschool Tennis
20 May
OLHOC Parish Feast Day
25  Mayth

Simultaneous Storytime
27 May
Interschool Soccer
27 May
Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Student Sessions
3 June
Transition excursion- Pevan and Sarah
5 June
Year 3/ 4 excursion- Parliament House
5 June
School Officers’ Day
10 June
Sacred Heart Day Mass
12 June – 9:00am
Sacred Heart Day Activities
12 June – 10:30am
City to Surf
14 June
Vinnies School Sleep-In
18 June

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
13 July
Students Return for Term 3
14 July
Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July
100 Days of School (Transition)
TBC
Athletics Carnival
31 July
Interschool AFL
11 August
Interschool AFL
13 August
Assumption of Mary Liturgy
14 August
Science Week
15 August – 23 August
Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August – 23 August
Book Week
22 August – 28 August
Book Week Parade
28 August
Interschool Table Tennis
4 September
Teacher Aide Day
4 September
Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September
Parent Teacher Interviews
9 September – 10 September
Interschool Volleyball
18 September
Catholic Mission Day
16 October



WEEK 6 TERM 2 2026

UPCOMING FORTNIGHT
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FINAL WORD

As we move through the second half of Term 2, our focus remains very clear: continuing
to strengthen student learning outcomes, particularly in reading.
Reading remains the foundation for success across all learning areas. The ability to read
fluently and comprehend deeply gives students the confidence and capability to access the
world around them. At Sacred Heart, we remain committed to ensuring every child
continues to grow academically, socially and emotionally within a supportive and high-
expectation learning environment.
The growth we are seeing in our students is a direct reflection of the strong partnership
between school and home. Thank you for the continued support you provide through
reading at home, engaging in your child’s learning and working alongside our staff to help
every student achieve success.
Together, we will continue striving to ensure Sacred Heart remains a place where every
child is known, supported and challenged to achieve their very best.
Have a wonderful week ahead.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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