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Dear Sacred Heart Community, .(_,

This week marks the beginning of National Reconciliation Week

(27 May — 3 June), an important time for all Australians to reflect on
our shared histories, cultures and achievements, while continuing to
strengthen relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and the wider community.

At Sacred Heart, reconciliation is deeply connected to our values of being Faith-Filled,
Respectful and Resilient Learners. It reminds us of the importance of listening, learning
and walking together with respect, understanding and hope.

As a proud First Nations person, this week also holds personal significance for me. My
family are Kokatha and Banggarla people from South Australia, and I feel incredibly
proud to be able to share part of my story and culture within our Sacred Heart
community.

Reconciliation is not just about acknowledging the past- it is about building a future
together where every person feels seen, valued and respected.

On Friday, we will come together as a school community for our Reconciliation
Assembly, where we will also proudly launch our new Acknowledgement of Country
video. This project has been a special opportunity for our students and staff to reflect on
the meaning and importance of acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which we learn and gather each day.

I encourage all families to take time this week to engage in conversations about
reconciliation, respect and the rich cultures and histories of First Nations peoples.
Together, we continue to grow as a community grounded in love, understanding and
belonging.
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GOSPEL REFLECTION

Pentecost Sunday
John, Chapter 20, verses 19-23.

In this week’s Gospel, we hear about the disciples gathering together behind locked doors after
the death and resurrection of Jesus. They are frightened, confused and uncertain about what the
future may hold. The disciples had witnessed so much over the previous days- Jesus’ suffering,
death and resurrection- and they did not yet fully understand what God was asking of them.
Fear had taken over, and they chose to hide themselves away from others.
It is into this moment of fear, uncertainty and worry that Jesus comes to them. Even though the
doors are locked, Jesus enters the room and immediately says, “Peace be with you.” These
words are deeply important. Jesus does not come with anger, frustration or disappointment that
the disciples had hidden away. Instead, He comes bringing peace, reassurance and love. He
understands their fear and reminds them that they are not alone.
Jesus then shows the disciples His hands and side, helping them understand that He truly has
risen. The Gospel tells us that the disciples were filled with joy when they saw Him. In that
moment, their fear begins to turn into hope.
Jesus again says, “Peace be with you,” before giving the disciples a mission- to go out into the
world and continue His work of sharing God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. He breathes the
Holy Spirit upon them, symbolising new life, strength and courage. Through the Holy Spirit,
the disciples are transformed from fearful followers into courageous leaders who are ready to
spread the message of Jesus to others.
Pentecost reminds us that the Holy Spirit continues to work in our lives today. There are times
when we all feel worried, uncertain or afraid, whether at school, at home or in our relationships
with others. The Gospel reminds us that God walks beside us during these moments and gives
us strength, courage and peace when we need it most.
This Gospel also teaches us that peace is not simply the absence of problems or challenges.
God’s peace is something much deeper- it is knowing we are loved, supported and never alone,
even during difficult times. The Holy Spirit helps us to respond with kindness instead of anger,
courage instead of fear, and hope instead of worry.
As a Sacred Heart community, this Gospel strongly connects to our values of being Faith-
Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners. We are called to trust in God, show compassion and
understanding towards others, and continue showing resilience when life becomes challenging.
Through our school motto, “Love One Another,” we are reminded that small acts of kindness,
forgiveness and encouragement can have a powerful impact on those around us.
Family Reflection Questions

e How can we bring peace and kindness into our family this week?

e When have you needed courage to do the right thing?

e How can we support someone who may be feeling worried, lonely or left out?

e What gifts or strengths has God given our family to share with others?
How can we continue to live out our school motto, Love One Another, at home and in our
community?
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TEACHING & LEARNING

At Sacred Heart, we are committed to ensuring every child continues to grow as a learner
through clear expectations, high-quality teaching and strong partnerships between school
and home.

One important way we support this is through our Real Time Assessment Feedback
process. This approach ensures families receive timely feedback about their child’s
learning, including their strengths, areas for growth and next steps for improvement.
Research continues to show that quality feedback has a significant impact on student
learning outcomes, while strong parent engagement can greatly enhance student success.
Teachers provide feedback through Toddle and assessment tasks aligned with the
Australian Curriculum. Families may see work samples, rubrics, written feedback and
teacher comments shared throughout the term. This process helps build a clearer
understanding of how students are progressing and how learning can continue to be
supported at home.

Parents and families play a vital role in supporting learning. Some simple but powerful
ways to support your child at home include:

Talking positively about learning and effort

Reading with your child each night and discussing what they are learning
Encouraging organisation and strong routines for homework and school preparation
Reviewing feedback shared on Toddle with your child

Celebrating growth, persistence and improvement, not just final results
Communicating with your child’s teacher if you have questions about learning or
wellbeing

This feedback and communication can be viewed through Toddle. If you are not receiving
feedback, are unable to access Toddle, or have any questions regarding your child’s
progress, please contact your child’s classroom teacher.

When schools and families work together, students are more confident, engaged and
successful learners. Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we work
together to ensure every student at Sacred Heart continues to thrive.
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PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING

Over the past couple of weeks, we have noticed an increase in some students finding it
difficult to regulate their emotions and behaviours across different settings at school.
While this can happen at different points throughout the term, it provides an important
opportunity for us to pause, reconnect and continue working together to support all
children.

At Sacred Heart, we know that children thrive when routines, expectations and
relationships are consistent both at school and at home. Throughout Week 7, staff will
continue revisiting classroom and playground expectations, transitions, learning routines
and our shared “Love One Another” values to help maintain calm, safe and positive
learning environments for all students.

Research strongly supports the importance of routines and consistency for children. As
highlighted by AERO (Australian Education Research Organisation):

“Teaching routines provide consistency, predictability, and clarity about expectations,
helping students engage more effectively in learning.”

When routines and expectations are explicitly taught and reinforced, students are more
likely to feel safe, settled and ready to learn. This also helps reduce interruptions and
allows students to focus more successfully on their learning and relationships.

Families play a vital role in supporting this work. Simple but powerful ways families can
help include:

® Maintaining consistent routines at home

® Encouraging respectful language and positive choices

® Supporting regular attendance and sleep routines

¢ Talking positively about school and learning

¢ Reinforcing our values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners

At Sacred Heart, we remain committed to creating supportive environments where every
child feels safe, valued and able to flourish. Thank you for your ongoing partnership and
support as we continue to work together for the benefit of all students.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE- WEEK 5§ AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to all of our Week 6 Award recipients. It is always wonderful to celebrate
the achievements, growth and positive contributions of our students across the school.
These awards recognise not only academic success, but also the way our students
continue to demonstrate our Sacred Heart values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and
Resilient Learners each and every day.

Room 1
Alex — Academic Award for great work when partitioning numbers and demonstrating
strong mathematical thinking.

Room 3

Autumn — Academic Award for enthusiasm and application during Literacy lessons.
Thomas — Academic Award for working hard with handwriting and forming letters
correctly.

Room 5

Chikamso — For active participation in shared poetry writing activities and wonderful
effort creating rhyming couplets. Your creativity, enthusiasm and confidence when
sharing ideas with the class were outstanding.

Wolfgang — For thoughtful contributions and active engagement across all learning
activities. Keep up the great work!

Room 7

Sochi — For consistently demonstrating a positive approach to learning and striving for
academic excellence across all areas.

Maxwell — For demonstrating kindness, support and respect towards others.
Lilly-Rose — For developing oral reading fluency, improving confidence and accuracy
when sounding out and blending words. Well done!

Room 11

Tommy — For consistently applying yourself during spelling tasks and achieving
excellent results throughout the year. Your determination and persistence towards
learning continue to shine.

Vittorio — For consistently demonstrating a Faith-Filled attitude through your
involvement in Mini Vinnies and your kindness and willingness to support others in the
classroom.
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Room 14

Michael — For increased contributions and effort during our Fractions unit, demonstrating
growth, application and resilience in learning.

Lucy — For outstanding leadership and care towards others in the classroom. Your calm
and nurturing manner helps create a supportive environment for all students.

Room 15

Mikayla — For settling back into school routines and expectations positively following the
holidays and continuing to model our school values.

Vahn - For impressive Mathematics test results that reflected resilience, determination
and a positive attitude towards learning.

We are incredibly proud of all students recognised this week. Your effort, resilience,
leadership and commitment to learning continue to make Sacred Heart a wonderful place
to learn and grow. Well done to all award winners!

UPCOMING FORTNIGHT
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Y1 ¥ Excursion:
Parliament House
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KEY DATES —- TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2

OLHOC Parish Feast Day

25" May

Simultaneous Storytime

27 May

Interschool Soccer

27 May

Making Jesus Real (MJR) — Student Sessions
3 June

Transition excursion- Pevan and Sarah
5 June

Year 3/ 4 excursion- Parliament House
5 June

School Officers’ Day

10 June

Sacred Heart Day Mass

12 June — 9:00am

Sacred Heart Day Activities

12 June — 10:30am

City to Surf

14 June

Vinnies School Sleep-In

18 June

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day — Pupil Free
13 July

Students Return for Term 3

14 July

Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July

100 Days of School (Transition)

TBC

Athletics Carnival

31 July

Interschool AFL

11 August

Interschool AFL

13 August

Assumption of Mary Liturgy

14 August

Science Week

15 August — 23 August

Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August — 23 August

Book Week

22 August — 28 August

Book Week Parade

28 August

Interschool Table Tennis

4 September

Teacher Aide Day

4 September

Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September

Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September

Parent Teacher Interviews

9 September — 10 September
Interschool Volleyball

18 September

Catholic Mission Day

16 October



WEEK 7 TERM 2 2026

FINAL WORD

At Sacred Heart, we are proud to be a community that values belonging, kindness and
inclusion. Our commitment to being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners
reminds us of the important role each of us plays in creating a community where every
person feels safe, valued and heard.

Thank you to our students, staff and families for the many ways you continue to support
one another and live out our school motto, “Love One Another.” Together, we continue to
build a school community filled with faith, care, connection and opportunity for all.
Wishing all families a wonderful week ahead.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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