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Dear Members of the Sacred Heart Community, e

On Friday morning, our Sacred Heart community gathered for a beautiful and &4
faith-filled Mother’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy. It was truly wonderful to see %} it i

so many families, students, staff and community members come together to 5?* ¥
celebrate and acknowledge the important role that Mothers, Grandmothers, ¢« 3 g
carers and significant women play in the lives of our children and within our
school community. .
The morning began with our community breakfast, which created a warm and welcoming
atmosphere filled with connection, conversation and gratitude. Events such as these
remind us that Sacred Heart is more than just a school — it is a community grounded in
relationships, faith and partnership.

Following the breakfast, our Mother’s Day Liturgy provided a special opportunity for
prayer and reflection. Through song, scripture, prayer and student involvement, we paused
to acknowledge and celebrate the love, sacrifice and dedication shown by Mothers and
female role models each and every day.

Our students did an outstanding job leading the liturgy with reverence, confidence and joy.
Their participation highlighted the importance of gratitude and reminded us of the strong
values we continue to nurture within our school community.

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we reflect on Mary, the Mother of Jesus, who continues to
be a powerful role model of faith, love, compassion and strength. Mary’s quiet courage,
trust in God and devotion to her family remind us of the important role Mothers and carers
play in nurturing, guiding and supporting children through life.

Mary’s story reminds us that faith is often lived through the everyday moments — through
care, sacrifice, patience and unwavering love. Mary trusted God even in moments of
uncertainty and challenge. She showed resilience, humility and strength, always placing
the needs of others before herself. As Catholics, Mary continues to inspire us to live with
kindness, compassion and faith in God’s plan.

For our students, Mary is an example of what it means to be a Faith-Filled learner —
someone who listens, trusts and acts with love. She teaches us the importance of showing
respect and care for others and reminds us that true leadership is found in service,
compassion and humility.

As a school community, we are incredibly blessed by the many women who model these
same qualities each day. Mothers, Grandmothers, carers, Aunties, older siblings, teachers
and female role models all play a significant role in shaping the hearts and minds of our
young people. Their care, guidance and encouragement help our students grow not only
academically, but spiritually, emotionally and socially.

Mary embodies the values we strive to live each day at Sacred Heart — being Faith-Filled,
Respectful and Resilient learners. She reminds us that leadership is often shown through
kindness, service, patience and unconditional love.
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I would like to sincerely thank:
¢ Our P&F and OSHC teams for their wonderful organisation and support of the breakfast
e Staff who assisted behind the scenes to ensure the morning ran smoothly
¢ QOur students for the respectful and thoughtful way they participated
e All families and community members who joined us in celebration

Most importantly, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all Mothers, Grandmothers, carers and
significant women within our community. Thank you for the unwavering love, care,
encouragement and sacrifices you make for your children and families each day. Your influence
helps shape the young people in our care and strengthens the spirit of our Sacred Heart
community.

I also acknowledge and thank all women who positively impact the lives of our students, including
our female staff who serve as incredible role models through their care, dedication and

commitment to Catholic education.
May God bless all Mothers and carers this Mother’s Day weekend.
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GOSPEL REFLECTION

6" Sunday of Easter

John, Chapter 14, verses 23-29.

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus reminds His disciples of the gift of peace and the importance
of remaining close to Him through love and faithfulness. Jesus reassures His followers
that they are never alone, promising the presence of the Holy Spirit to guide, teach and
strengthen them.

The Gospel is a beautiful reminder that God’s peace is different from the peace the world
offers. It is a peace grounded in love, trust and hope — even during challenging times.

As families, this Gospel invites us to reflect on how we bring peace, love and kindness
into our homes and relationships. It reminds us that small acts of compassion, forgiveness
and understanding can have a powerful impact on those around us.

Jesus encourages us to not let our hearts be troubled or afraid. In a world that can
sometimes feel busy, uncertain or overwhelming, His message reminds us to trust in
God’s presence and continue to live with faith, courage and hope.

As a school community, we are called to live out this message by showing kindness to
others, supporting those in need and building a community where all people feel valued,
welcomed and loved.

Family Reflection Questions
® How can we show peace and kindness within our family this week?
® When do you feel closest to God?
® What does it mean to love others the way Jesus asks us to?
® How can we support someone who may be feeling worried or alone?

® What are some ways we can live out our school motto, Love One Another, at home?
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TEACHING & LEARNING

Over the past 24 months, Sacred Heart has continued to embed Learning Walks as part of
our daily leadership practice. While I have shared aspects of this previously, I felt it was
important to revisit and reaffirm why this work is such an important part of strengthening
teaching and learning across our school.

Each day, members of the Leadership Team visit classrooms to observe learning in action.
This work forms part of our partnership with Catholic Education NT and our broader
Learning Alliance focus.

What Are Learning Walks?
Learning Walks are short, structured classroom visits. They are not evaluations or “check-
ups.” Their purpose is to better understand how learning is occurring across the school
and identify ways we can continue to strengthen teaching practice and student outcomes.
During Learning Walks, leaders look for evidence of:

® (lear Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
Students who can explain what they are learning
¢ Strong engagement in lessons
Effective feedback practices

¢ Consistency in instructional approaches
The focus is always on student learning and ensuring every child experiences clarity,
challenge and success in the classroom.

Why Do We Do Them Every Day?
Daily Learning Walks allow us to:
¢ Stay connected to classroom practice
Identify strengths and trends across year levels
® [Inform professional learning
® Support teachers in real time
¢ Ensure alignment with our School Improvement goals
This work is about leadership of learning — ensuring that every classroom provides
students with high-quality teaching, strong routines and purposeful learning experiences.

© The Five Questions We Ask Students
A key part of Learning Walks is speaking directly with students about their learning.
During classroom visits, we ask students five consistent questions:

What are you learning?

Why are you learning this?

How are you going with your learning?

How do you know if you are successful?

What is your next step?
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These questions help ensure that learning is clear, purposeful and understood by students
— not just delivered by teachers.
When students can confidently answer these questions, it shows:

¢ They understand the purpose of their learning

® They can reflect on their progress
® They know what improvement looks like
® They are taking ownership of their learning

After embedding Learning Walks, we are seeing students more confidently articulate their
learning and demonstrate greater clarity around their goals and next steps.

This is leadership of learning in action and reflects our commitment to developing Faith-
Filled, Respectful and Resilient learners through clear expectations, strong teaching and
shared responsibility.

How Parents Can Support Learning
Learning is strongest when school and home work together.
You can support your child by:

® Asking: What were you learning today?

® FEncouraging effort and persistence

® Supporting strong routines and regular attendance
® Helping your child understand and act on feedback

® Modelling curiosity and a love of learning

Together, we continue to build confident, capable and resilient learners.
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PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING

One of the real highlights each week at Sacred Heart has been the success of our Morning
Fitness Program, running every Tuesday to Thursday from 8:30am-8:45am.

The program, led by our student leaders and completed in House groups, has quickly
become a positive and energetic start to the school day. It has been wonderful to see
students from across all year levels actively participating, encouraging one another and
having fun together.

Why Morning Fitness Has Been So Successful
The success of the program comes from more than just the activities themselves. Morning

Fitness is helping to:

¢ Build strong relationships across year levels

Strengthen House spirit and school pride

Support student wellbeing and engagement

Develop student leadership skills
Help students arrive settled and ready for learning

Each morning, students participate in a range of games, fitness activities and movement
challenges that focus on teamwork, participation and enjoyment. The atmosphere each
morning has been incredibly positive, with students cheering each other on, working

together and beginning the day with energy and enthusiasm.
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Ready to Learn
One of the biggest benefits we are seeing is the positive impact on students entering the
classroom ready to learn. Physical activity before school helps students:

¢ Improve focus and concentration
® Regulate emotions

¢ Build confidence

® Develop healthy habits

¢ Feel connected and included

Students are arriving to class more settled, engaged and prepared for the day ahead.

Student Leadership in Action

A particularly pleasing aspect of the program has been the outstanding leadership shown
by our student leaders. They have embraced the responsibility of organising activities,
leading groups, encouraging younger students and modelling positivity and teamwork.
These opportunities are helping our leaders grow in confidence, communication and
responsibility, while also strengthening student voice across the school.

Building Belonging Through House Groups

The use of House groups has been another key strength of the program. By working in
mixed-age groups, students are building stronger connections across the school and
developing a greater sense of belonging within the Sacred Heart community.

It has been fantastic to see older students supporting younger students and students from
different classes connecting in such a positive way.

Morning Fitness strongly reflects our commitment to developing Faith-Filled, Respectful
and Resilient learners and continues to be a wonderful example of positive school culture
in action.

Thank you to our student leaders and staff for the enthusiasm, organisation and positivity
they bring to the program each week.
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SCHOOL ANNUAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SAIP) 2026

At Sacred Heart, we are committed to continuous improvement to ensure the best possible
outcomes for all students. Our 2026 School Annual Improvement Plan (SAIP) outlines the I
key priorities guiding our work throughout the year.

Strengthening Teaching & Learning
We continue to focus on improving the consistency and clarity of teaching across all
classrooms through explicit instruction, coaching and professional learning. While positive
work has begun, this remains an important focus area for Term 2 as we continue
embedding the CENT Pedagogical Framework and StepLab coaching processes to
strengthen teaching practice and student outcomes in Literacy and Numeracy.

Student Belonging, Culture & Engagement
This area continues to be a significant strength for Sacred Heart. House activities, whole-
school events and consistent routines are helping strengthen student belonging,
engagement and school pride. We are seeing strong participation from students and
families, contributing to a positive and connected school culture.

Catholic Identity & Parish Connection
We continue to see strong growth in our Catholic identity through prayer, liturgies, Gospel
reflections and student service opportunities such as Mini Vinnies. The appointment of
Mrs Jazmin Hartmann as APRE has further strengthened this work, with continued focus
on building connections between faith, learning and community life.
These priorities reflect our commitment to developing Faith-Filled, Respectful and
Resilient learners and ensuring every child at Sacred Heart is supported to grow, belong
and thrive.
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KEY DATES —- TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2

Interschool Tennis

20 May

Simultaneous Storytime

27 May

Interschool Soccer

27 May

Making Jesus Real (MJR) — Student Sessions
3 June

School Officers’ Day

10 June

Sacred Heart Day Mass

12 June — 9:00am

Sacred Heart Day Activities
12 June — 10:30am

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day — Pupil Free
13 July

Students Return for Term 3

14 July

Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July

100 Days of School (Transition)

TBC

Athletics Carnival

31 July

Interschool AFL

11 August

Interschool AFL

13 August

Assumption of Mary Liturgy

14 August

Science Week

15 August — 23 August

Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August — 23 August

Book Week

22 August — 28 August

Book Week Parade

28 August

Interschool Table Tennis

4 September

Teacher Aide Day

4 September

Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September

Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September

Parent Teacher Interviews

9 September — 10 September
Interschool Volleyball

18 September

Catholic Mission Day

16 October
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UPCOMING FORTNIGHT

Wed 13th May Thurs 14th May Fri 15th May

8:30am Assembly | Morning Fitness Morning Fitness Morning Fitness 8:30am Assembly
Room 1

School Photo
Catch Up Day Cool Kids 2pm
' House

Morning Fitness Morning Fitness Morning Fitness 8:30am Assembly
Room 3

Interschool Tennis
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FINAL WORD

As we continue through the term, let us remain united in living out the Vision and Mission
of Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School.

Our Vision calls us to create an integrated faith and learning community grounded in the
teachings of Jesus Christ. This vision is seen each day in our classrooms, on the
playground, through our liturgies, Morning Fitness program, House activities and in the
relationships that make Sacred Heart such a special place.

Our Mission reminds us that education is about far more than academic success. It is
about forming young people who are Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient learners —
young people who strive to live the commandment of Jesus:

“Love one another as I have loved you”
(John 13:34)

This message continues to sit at the heart of everything we do.

Whether it is students supporting one another during Morning Fitness, staff working
together to strengthen learning, families gathering in prayer at our Mother’s Day Liturgy,
or students stepping into leadership opportunities with confidence and compassion — we
continue to see our Vision and Mission lived authentically across our community.

Sacred Heart is a school with a big heart because of the people within it.

Thank you to our students, staff and families for the way you continue to support one
another, uphold our values and contribute positively to our community each and every day.
Together, we continue to build a school where every child is known, valued, supported and
inspired to thrive.

May we continue to walk together in faith, courage and love throughout the remainder of
the term.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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