
Dear Sacred heart Community,

On Thursday 30th April, we gathered as a school community
for a very special assembly. Our Year 6 students were proudly
presented with their Year 6 shirts by our Transition students-
an important and symbolic moment in the life of our school.
This presentation represents far more than just a new shirt. 
It is a visible sign of leadership, responsibility, and the trust we
place in our senior students. It marks their role as leaders within
our community- students who are called to model our values of being Faith-Filled,
Respectful, and Resilient learners each and every day.
We were also privileged to have Matthew Kerle MLA join us as a special guest. Mr
Kerle spoke directly to our students- particularly our Year 6 leaders- about the true
nature of leadership. He challenged us all with a powerful message:

Leadership is not about having a title
Leadership is not always easy
True leadership is about doing the right thing, even when it is hard

These are messages that align strongly with our school values and the Gospel, and ones
we will continue to reinforce with our students. We look forward to seeing our Year 6
students embrace this responsibility and lead with integrity, courage, and kindness.
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This week, we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Easter in the Church’s liturgical year.
The Gospel reading is titled:
 “Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life” from the Gospel of John 14:1–12 (proclaimed on
Sunday 3rd May).
In this Gospel, Jesus speaks tenderly to His disciples during a moment of uncertainty. They are
anxious and unsure about what lies ahead, and Jesus responds with reassurance, hope, and clarity:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled… I am the way and the truth and the life.”
These words are deeply comforting. Jesus is not simply giving instructions- He is offering
Himself. He is telling His disciples that in the midst of confusion, fear, or challenge, He is the
path forward.

“I am the way” – Jesus shows us how to live. Through His actions, He models love,
forgiveness, humility, and courage.
“I am the truth” – Jesus reveals what is right and good. In a world where messages can be
confusing, He grounds us in what is real and life-giving.
“I am the life” – Jesus offers us fullness of life- one built on hope, purpose, and relationship
with God.

Jesus also speaks about preparing a place for us. This reminds us that we belong- that each of us is
known, valued, and has a place with God. It is a message of deep reassurance, especially for our
young people, that they are never alone and always held in God’s love.
For us as a school community, this Gospel calls us to trust- even when things feel uncertain- and
to actively live in the way of Jesus. It challenges us to reflect on how we act each day:

Do we choose kindness when it’s easier not to?
Do we show patience and understanding with others?
Do we lead with integrity, even when it is difficult?

This connects strongly with our school motto, Love One Another. When we live this out- in our
classrooms, on the playground, and at home- we are walking in the way of Jesus.
For our Year 6 students, especially following their leadership recognition this week, this Gospel is
a powerful reminder that leadership is not about status, but about living truthfully, acting with
love, and guiding others through example.

Family Reflection Questions
What does it mean for Jesus to be “the way” in your daily life?
When have you felt uncertain or worried, and how did you find peace?
How can we show truth, kindness, and love in our actions this week?
In what ways can our family grow in trust and faith together?

CATHOLIC FOCUS- SUNDAY GOSPEL
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TEACHING & LEARNING 

At Sacred Heart, we are committed to using evidence-informed teaching practices that
give every child the best opportunity to succeed.
One key approach we use is spacing and retrieval practice. Research shows that students
learn more effectively when learning is spaced over time and when they are required to
actively recall what they have learned. This strengthens memory and supports long-term
retention of knowledge.
In our classrooms, this looks like:

Revisiting prior learning regularly across lessons
Asking students to recall information from memory
Using questioning, quizzes, and discussion to strengthen understanding
Embedding consistent routines that support long-term learning

These strategies help students not only remember information but also apply it in new and
meaningful ways.

How families can support at home:
Ask your child to explain what they have learned 
Revisit learning across the week, rather than all at once
Use simple questions in everyday conversations
Encourage your child to “teach you” their learning

These small actions can have a powerful impact on your child’s learning.



Regular attendance is essential for your child’s academic, social, and emotional success.

By attending school consistently, students:
Build strong learning foundations
Develop resilience and confidence
Strengthen friendships
Establish positive routines
Feel connected to our community

Our current attendance rate for the year is 85%
While we understand that illness and unavoidable circumstances occur, this figure
reminds us that we must continue working together to improve attendance.
Our Student Attendance and Participation Policy clearly outlines that regular
attendance increases the opportunity for students to optimise learning outcomes.

Families play a fundamental role by:
Ensuring children attend daily unless genuinely unwell
Providing explanations for absences
Communicating planned absences
Actively partnering with the school

To put attendance into perspective:

WEEK 4 TERM 2 2026

PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING

Every day truly counts.
If you are experiencing challenges with attendance, please reach out. We are here to
support you and work in partnership.
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MOTHER’S DAY INVITATION
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KEY DATES – TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2
Mother’s Day Breakfast
8 May – 7:30am
Mother’s Day Liturgy
8 May – 8:30am
Interschool Tennis
20 May
Simultaneous Storytime
27 May
Interschool Soccer
27 May
Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Student Sessions
3 June
School Officers’ Day
10 June
Sacred Heart Day Mass
12 June – 9:00am
Sacred Heart Day Activities
12 June – 10:30am

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
13 July
Students Return for Term 3
14 July
Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July
100 Days of School (Transition)
TBC
Athletics Carnival
31 July
Interschool AFL
11 August
Interschool AFL
13 August
Assumption of Mary Liturgy
14 August
Science Week
15 August – 23 August
Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August – 23 August
Book Week
22 August – 28 August
Book Week Parade
28 August
Interschool Table Tennis
4 September
Teacher Aide Day
4 September
Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September
Parent Teacher Interviews
9 September – 10 September
Interschool Volleyball
18 September
Catholic Mission Day
16 October
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UPCOMING FORTNIGHT

FINAL WORD

I look forward to seeing many of you at our Mother’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy this
Friday. These opportunities to come together are an important part of strengthening the
partnership between school and home.
Thank you for your continued support of our school and your child’s learning.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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