
Dear Sacred heart Community,
We have had an amazing start to Term 2, truly hitting the 
ground running. Our swimming program has begun strongly
and will continue into this week, providing valuable
opportunities for students to build confidence, skills and 
resilience. I have received countless positive reports from
members of the public, swim school staff and our own team 
about how our students have represented Sacred Heart at the pool. 
They have truly lived out our values in both their interactions and 
the way they have conducted themselves. While I am not surprised, it is important that
we recognise and celebrate this- our students continue to demonstrate what it means to
be Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners.
I would also like to warmly welcome Janette Cook to Sacred Heart. Janette has joined
us as the classroom teacher in Transition Room 3, as Jazmin transitions into her
leadership role. We are excited to have Janette as part of our community and know she
will make a positive impact.
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CATHOLIC FOCUS- SUNDAY GOSPEL

Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 24:13–35) shares the story of the Road to Emmaus, where two
disciples are walking and reflecting on recent events. Jesus joins them on the journey, yet
they do not recognise Him. It is only later, in the breaking of the bread, that their eyes are
opened and they realise that Jesus has been with them all along.
This Gospel reminds us that we are never alone. Even in moments of confusion,
uncertainty or challenge, God is present- walking beside us, guiding us, and helping us to
make sense of our experiences.
At Sacred Heart, this connects strongly to our values:
As Faith-Filled learners, we are called to recognise God in our everyday lives.
As Respectful learners, we listen deeply to others, just as Jesus listened to the disciples.
As Resilient learners, we trust that even when things feel unclear, we are supported and
can continue forward with hope.
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There is also a powerful message about the importance of conversation and reflection.
The disciples come to understand through dialogue—reminding us that learning, growth
and faith are strengthened when we take time to listen, share and reflect together.

Family Reflection Questions:

When have you experienced support or guidance when you didn’t expect it?
How can we slow down and truly listen to one another in our family?
Where might we see God walking with us in our daily lives?
How can we support others who may be feeling unsure or challenged?

TEACHING & LEARNING 

During our recent Staff Professional Learning Day, our teachers worked alongside
colleagues from across CENT schools under the guidance of Brendan Lee, with a strong
focus on strengthening our approach to Explicit Instruction.
A key area of our learning was the Instructional Hierarchy- Stages of Learning, which
supports teachers to identify where each student is in their learning journey- whether they
are acquiring a skill, building fluency, or applying their understanding in new contexts.
This ensures that teaching is targeted, purposeful and responsive.
What stood out across the day was the depth of professional dialogue and reflection from
our staff. Teachers engaged in rich discussions around:
Breaking learning into clear, manageable steps
The importance of modelling and guided practice before independence
Making Learning Intentions and Success Criteria visible and meaningful
Using questioning and feedback to check for understanding and adjust teaching in real
time
Staff explored practical classroom examples, particularly within numeracy, and discussed
how to continue refining practice to improve student outcomes. There was a clear and
shared commitment to ensuring consistency across classrooms and strengthening the
impact of our teaching.



This work directly supports our core goal:
Every graduate of Sacred Heart achieving reading and numeracy levels at or above
national benchmark.

By strengthening our use of explicit instruction, we are ensuring that:

       Students know what they are learning and why
       Students are supported at each stage of the learning process
       Teachers are making informed decisions based on evidence

Most importantly, this approach builds confidence and success for our students. When
learning is clear and purposeful, students are more engaged, more confident, and more
successful.
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PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING

Supporting Learning at Home
Strong partnerships between school and home play a vital role in student success. We
encourage families to explore the excellent parent resources available through Five from
Five:

👉 https://fivefromfive.com.au/parent-resources/

Five from Five is an evidence-based resource designed to support families in
understanding how children learn to read and how they can be supported at home. It
provides practical, easy-to-follow strategies that can be incorporated into everyday
routines.
Supporting reading at home doesn’t need to be complex- simple, consistent practices such
as reading together, talking about texts, and building vocabulary can make a significant
difference.

https://fivefromfive.com.au/parent-resources/
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ANZAC DAY LITURGY

We warmly invite all families to join us for our ANZAC Day Liturgy, as we come together
to remember and honour those who have served.



I would like to remind families of important upcoming Pupil Free Day:

Friday 1 May

This will be our annual Staff Formation Day, where staff from the School, ELC, and
OSHC come together to deepen their understanding of our Catholic identity, mission,
and values, while continuing to grow professionally and spiritually as one community.

👉 Please note that both school students and ELC children will not attend on this day, as
all Sacred Heart services will be closed to support staff participation in this important
professional learning.
In addition, please note that Monday 4 May is a Public Holiday, with students returning
to school on Tuesday 5 May.
We understand that pupil free days require additional planning for families and
appreciate your ongoing support. These days are a valuable investment in our staff,
ensuring we continue to provide high-quality learning experiences for all students.
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PUPIL FREE DAYS 

UPCOMING FORTNIGHT
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KEY DATES – TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2
Swimming Program
14 April – 24 April (Weeks 1 & 2)
ANZAC Day Liturgy (No Assembly)
24 April – 9:00am
School Photos
27 April
Catholic Identity Day – Pupil Free Day
1 May
Mother’s Day Breakfast
8 May – 7:30am
Mother’s Day Liturgy
8 May – 8:30am
Interschool Tennis
20 May
Simultaneous Storytime
27 May
Interschool Soccer
27 May
Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Student Sessions
3 June
School Officers’ Day
10 June
Sacred Heart Day Mass
12 June – 9:00am
Sacred Heart Day Activities
12 June – 10:30am

Term 3

Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
13 July
Students Return for Term 3
14 July
Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
16 July
100 Days of School (Transition)
TBC
Athletics Carnival
31 July
Interschool AFL
11 August
Interschool AFL
13 August
Assumption of Mary Liturgy
14 August
Science Week
15 August – 23 August
Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
15 August – 23 August
Book Week
22 August – 28 August
Book Week Parade
28 August
Interschool Table Tennis
4 September
Teacher Aide Day
4 September
Early Childhood Educators Day
2 September
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
4 September
Parent Teacher Interviews
9 September – 10 September
Interschool Volleyball
18 September
Catholic Mission Day
16 October
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FINAL WORD

I want to thank our students, staff and families for the strong and positive start. There is a
clear sense of purpose across the school- grounded in our values and focused on ensuring
every student continues to grow and succeed.
Whether it is in the pool, the classroom, or through the way we support one another, we
are seeing what it means to live out being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners
each day. This consistency matters. It builds culture, strengthens learning, and ensures
every child feels known, supported and challenged.
We look forward to continuing this momentum in the weeks ahead and to coming together
as a community for our ANZAC Day Liturgy- a time to reflect, give thanks and honour
those who have served.

Thank you for your ongoing support of Sacred Heart.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved. 

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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