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M R .  V ’ S  W E E K L Y

Dear Families,
Welcome back to Term 2! I hope all families had a
wonderful and restful holiday period and were able
to enjoy the special time of Easter together. Easter 
reminds us of hope, renewal, and the power of love-
values that sit at the heart of who we are at Sacred Heart.
As a community, we continue to grow as Faith-Filled, 
Respectful, and Resilient Learners, living out our call to 
“Love One Another.” We concluded Term 1 in a deeply
meaningful and faith-filled way through our Stations of the Cross liturgy, which this
year was experienced through the eyes of Mary. This perspective allowed our students to
reflect more deeply on the journey of Jesus, connecting with the emotions, strength, and
faith of Mary as she walked alongside her Son. It was a powerful and reverent
experience that highlighted compassion, empathy, and faith in action.
This was beautifully complemented by our Easter Hat Parade, where joy, creativity, and
community spirit were on full display. It was a wonderful way to celebrate together and
mark the end of a successful term.
We begin Term 2 with great energy and excitement, including the start of our
Swimming Program across Weeks 1 and 2. This program provides students with
valuable opportunities to build confidence, develop essential life skills, and engage in
learning beyond the classroom.
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CATHOLIC FOCUS- SUNDAY GOSPEL

Divine Mercy Sunday
Gospel: John 20:19–31

This Sunday’s Gospel tells of Jesus appearing to His disciples after the Resurrection. In
a moment filled with fear and uncertainty, Jesus brings peace: “Peace be with you.” He
shows His wounds and offers them the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Thomas, who was not present, struggles to believe. When Jesus appears again, He
invites Thomas to see and believe. Thomas responds with a profound declaration of
faith: “My Lord and my God!”

Reflection

This Gospel reminds us that even in moments of doubt, Jesus meets us with patience,
love, and understanding. At Sacred Heart, this connects strongly to our values:

Faith-Filled: Trusting in God, even when we cannot see the full picture
Respectful: Showing understanding, compassion, and forgiveness to others
Resilient: Continuing to grow and believe, even when things feel uncertain

Just as Jesus brought peace to His disciples, we are called to bring peace, kindness, and
hope to those around us.

Family Reflection Questions

When have you found it hard to believe or trust? What helped you?
How can we bring peace to others in our family this week?
What does showing mercy and forgiveness look like in our daily lives?
How can we live out our school values each day?
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TEACHING & LEARNING 

While students return on Tuesday, our staff have already begun the term with a strong focus on
improving teaching and learning.
Monday 13 April is a Pupil Free Day, where our teaching staff are participating in the Maths
Collective Professional Learning Day alongside other Catholic schools.
This professional learning is highly significant and directly aligned with our core school goal:
 👉 That every graduate of Sacred Heart achieves reading and numeracy outcomes at or
above national benchmarks.

Throughout the day, staff will engage in learning focused on:
Using data to inform teaching decisions, ensuring lessons meet student needs
Understanding how students learn mathematics and what leads to success
Strengthening instructional design, so learning is clear, explicit, and effective
Aligning assessment with teaching, ensuring that what we assess directly informs what we
teach next
Building consistent teaching practices across all classrooms, so every student experiences
high-quality instruction

Why This Matters
This work is not just about mathematics- it is about improving outcomes for every child.
Research and system data consistently show that high-quality, explicit teaching combined with
strong use of data has the greatest impact on student achievement. By investing in this
professional learning, we are strengthening our ability to:

Identify exactly where each student is in their learning
Deliver targeted teaching that meets their needs
Ensure no student falls behind
Extend and challenge students who are ready for the next step

This work builds on our strong progress in literacy and continues our strategic focus on
numeracy, ensuring our students are equipped with the foundational skills they need for
lifelong learning.
At Sacred Heart, we are committed to excellence- and this professional learning is a key part
of that journey.
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PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING
📊 Attendance – Every Day Counts
Every day at school matters. Each day builds on the next, and when students miss school, they
miss vital learning, social connections, and opportunities to grow.
Regular attendance supports students to:

Build strong foundations in reading, writing, and numeracy
Develop confidence and resilience
Strengthen friendships and social skills
Establish positive routines and habits
Feel a strong sense of belonging within our school community

While we understand that illness and unavoidable circumstances do occur, this highlights an
important area for us to continue working on together as a school community.
At Sacred Heart, we are committed to working in partnership with families to ensure every
student has the opportunity to succeed. Regular attendance significantly increases a child’s
ability to engage in learning and achieve their full potential.

📩 Supporting Our Students
This is not about concern alone- it is about partnership and support. Our goal is to work
together to understand any barriers and put strategies in place to help every child attend school
regularly and confidently.

Families play a vital role by:
Ensuring children attend school each day unless genuinely unwell
Communicating absences clearly and promptly
Planning family events outside of school time where possible
Reaching out for support when challenges arise

📩 Attendance Letters
This week, families of students with lower than 80% attendance in Term 1 will receive a letter.
This is part of our commitment to working in partnership with families to support improved
attendance and ensure every child has the best opportunity to succeed.



WEEK 1 TERM 2 2026

PASTORAL CARE & WELLBEING

Attendance in Perspective

Every day truly counts. If you are experiencing challenges with attendance, please reach out-
we are here to support you.

PUPIL FREE DAY REMINDER

As we begin the term, I would like to remind families of important upcoming Pupil Free Day:
Friday 1 May

This will be our annual Staff Formation Day, where staff from the School, ELC, and OSHC
come together to deepen their understanding of our Catholic identity, mission, and values,
while continuing to grow professionally and spiritually as one community.

👉 Please note that both school students and ELC children will not attend on this day, as all
Sacred Heart services will be closed to support staff participation in this important
professional learning.
In addition, please note that Monday 4 May is a Public Holiday, with students returning to
school on Tuesday 5 May.
We understand that pupil free days require additional planning for families and appreciate
your ongoing support. These days are a valuable investment in our staff, ensuring we continue
to provide high-quality learning experiences for all students.
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KEY DATES – TERM 2 AND TERM 3

Term 2 (14 April – 19 June)
Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
 13 April
Students Return for Term 2
 14 April
Swimming Program
 14 April – 24 April (Weeks 1 & 2)
ANZAC Day Liturgy (No Assembly)
 24 April – 9:00am
School Photos
 27 April
Catholic Identity Day – Pupil Free Day
 1 May
Mother’s Day Breakfast
 8 May – 7:30am
Mother’s Day Liturgy
 8 May – 8:30am
Interschool Tennis
 20 May
Simultaneous Storytime
 27 May
Interschool Soccer
 27 May
Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Student Sessions
 3 June
School Officers’ Day
 10 June
Sacred Heart Day Mass
 12 June – 9:00am
Sacred Heart Day Activities
 12 June – 10:30am

Term 2 (14 April – 19 June)
Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free
 13 July
Students Return for Term 3
 14 July
Year 6 Public Speaking (Catholic Schools Competition)
 16 July
100 Days of School (Transition)
 TBC
Athletics Carnival
 31 July
Interschool AFL
 11 August
Interschool AFL
 13 August
Assumption of Mary Liturgy
 14 August
Science Week
 15 August – 23 August
Bullying No Way: National Week of Action
 15 August – 23 August
Book Week
 22 August – 28 August
Book Week Parade
 28 August
Interschool Table Tennis
 4 September
Teacher Aide Day
 4 September
Early Childhood Educators Day
 2 September
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy
 4 September
Parent Teacher Interviews
 9 September – 10 September
Interschool Volleyball
 18 September
Catholic Mission Day
 16 October
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FINAL WORD

As we begin Term 2, there is a strong sense of purpose and momentum across our school. We
are excited for the opportunities ahead- both in learning and in strengthening our community.
Thank you for your continued support and partnership. Together, we will continue to ensure
every child grows as a Faith-Filled, Respectful, and Resilient Learner.
Wishing all families a wonderful start to the term.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved, forever.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal

UPCOMING FORTNIGHT
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