
NEWSLETTER
Dear Sacred Heart Community,

As we come to the end of Term 1, it is a wonderful opportunity to pause and reflect
on all that has been achieved across our Sacred Heart community. This term has 
been filled with learning, growth, connection, and a strong sense of belonging.
Across the school, there have been so many moments that highlight what makes 
Sacred Heart such a special place. In classrooms, we have seen students engaging 
deeply in their learning- clearly understanding what they are learning, why it 
matters, and what their next steps are. The consistent use of Learning Intentions 
and Success Criteria, strong routines, and explicit teaching has supported students to build confidence and
independence. Our commitment to creating a culture of belonging has also been evident. Programs such as
our Buddies Program have strengthened connections across year levels, with older students supporting
and guiding younger students. Our recent House Activity sessions have brought students together in new
and meaningful ways- whether through dancing, drumming, painting, weaving, games, or creative activities-
building teamwork, pride, and a sense of identity within our school.
A particular highlight this term was our Harmony Week celebrations, which were a wonderful reflection of
who we are as a community. It was fantastic to see students come together to celebrate diversity, inclusion,
and respect. Our shared experiences- whether through class activities, discussions, or coming together as a
whole school- reinforced the importance of belonging and recognising that everyone has a place at Sacred
Heart. The joy, colour, and connection across the week truly captured our value of “Love One Another.”
We have also seen students living out our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful, and Resilient
Learners. This has been evident in the way students support one another in the classroom, demonstrate
resilience when learning becomes challenging, and actively contribute to our school community through
opportunities such as Mini Vinnies and leadership roles.
A highlight of the term has been the strong partnership between school and home. Thank you to all families
who engaged so positively in our Parent-Teacher Interviews last week. It was wonderful to hear the rich
conversations focused on student growth, next steps, and how we can continue to work together to
support each child. This partnership is key to ensuring the best outcomes for our students.
We have also seen the strength of our community through events and everyday interactions- students
showing kindness in the playground, staff going above and beyond to support learners, and families
continuing to engage with school life. These moments, both big and small, are what build the culture of “Small
School, Big Heart.”
As we head into the final week of term, we encourage all students to continue to demonstrate pride in their
learning, maintain strong routines, and finish the term with focus and determination.
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Palm Sunday
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66
This Gospel recounts the Passion of Jesus- from betrayal to crucifixion and burial. Judas agrees to betray Jesus, and at
the Last Supper, Jesus shares a final meal with His disciples, instituting the Eucharist and speaking of His coming
sacrifice.
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prays in deep anguish, asking that the suffering might pass, yet ultimately
surrendering to the will of the Father. He is arrested, abandoned by His disciples, and denied by Peter. Jesus is brought
before Pilate, where, despite no fault being found in Him, the crowd calls for His crucifixion.
Jesus is mocked, scourged, and forced to carry His cross. He is crucified, and in His final moments cries out, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” before giving His life. The curtain of the temple is torn, and those present begin to
recognise who He truly is. Jesus is then taken down and laid in the tomb.
This Gospel reveals both the depth of human weakness- betrayal, fear, injustice- and the even greater depth of God’s
love, shown through Jesus’ complete self-giving.

Reflection:
The Passion of Jesus is one of the most powerful and confronting parts of the Gospel because it holds up a mirror to our
own lives. Within this story, we see a range of human response- Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, the disciples’ fear, the
crowd’s anger, and Pilate’s decision to follow pressure rather than truth. Each of these moments reflects choices that
people make when faced with fear, uncertainty, or challenge.
At times, we may recognise these same tendencies in ourselves. There are moments when we take the easier path
instead of the right one, when we stay silent rather than speak up, or when we allow others to influence our decisions.
The Passion invites us to honestly reflect on these moments- not with judgement, but with a desire to grow.
In contrast to all of this, we see Jesus- calm, courageous, and deeply faithful. Even in the face of betrayal and suffering,
He does not respond with anger or revenge. Instead, He continues to show love, forgiveness, humility, and trust in
God. In the Garden of Gethsemane, we see His humanity- He is afraid, He struggles, He prays-but ultimately, He
chooses to trust. This is a powerful reminder that faith does not mean the absence of fear or difficulty, but rather
choosing to trust God even in those moments.
As Jesus carries His cross, we are reminded that life will have challenges and burdens. Yet, we are not called to face
them alone. Jesus walks with us in our struggles, and through His example, shows us how to respond- with strength,
patience, and hope.
The moment of the crucifixion reminds us of the depth of God’s love. Jesus gives everything of Himself, even when He is
rejected and misunderstood. This challenges us to think about how we show love in our own lives- especially when it is
difficult. Do we forgive when someone hurts us? Do we show kindness when it is not returned? Do we stand up for what
is right, even when it is hard?
For our students and families, this Gospel calls us to live out our values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful, and
Resilient Learners in a real and practical way. It reminds us that resilience is built through challenge, respect is shown
through our actions, and faith is lived out in how we respond to others.
As we enter Holy Week, we are invited to slow down and reflect deeply. This is a time to think about our choices, our
actions, and how we can continue to grow. While the Passion is a story of suffering, it is also a story of hope- because we
know that it leads us to Easter and the promise of new life.

Family Reflection Question:
In moments when we feel challenged, uncertain, or hurt, how can we choose to respond in a way that reflects Jesus’
love, courage, and trust in God?

Sunday Gospel Reflection



Teaching & Learning- 
Celebrating Growth in Literacy
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This term, a strong focus across the school has been on reviewing and responding to our literacy
data- and the results have been incredibly encouraging.
We are already seeing significant growth in student learning, with many students making
excellent progress. Notably, some students have achieved over 150% growth in just six weeks
through our targeted intervention programs. This is a fantastic achievement and a testament to
the power of explicit teaching, consistent routines, and focused support.
Our intervention programs are designed to ensure that every student is supported at their point
of need. Whether it is building foundational skills or strengthening comprehension, these
programs are making a real and measurable difference.
In addition, we have introduced an enrichment and extension program this year. This program
provides selected students with opportunities to deepen their learning in both literacy and
numeracy. It ensures that students who are ready for extension are challenged, engaged, and
continuing to grow.
Why this matters:
At Sacred Heart, we are committed to ensuring that every student makes growth. By using data
effectively, we can:

Identify student needs early
Provide targeted support and extension
Track progress over time
Celebrate success and build confidence

This work is central to our goal of delivering excellence in teaching and learning, and it is
wonderful to see the impact already being made in classrooms.

Pastoral Care & Wellbeing
A key focus of our 2026 School Annual Improvement Plan (SAIP) is strengthening student
wellbeing, identity, and belonging across Sacred Heart. As outlined in our SAIP, our goal is to
increase students’ sense of belonging, engagement, and connection to school through
intentional structures such as leadership opportunities, service, and the development of a
strong House system .
On Friday 28th March, we proudly launched our House Activity Program, which is a key
strategy in bringing this goal to life.
This program has been intentionally designed to bring students together across year levels,
building relationships, strengthening connections, and fostering a strong sense of identity and
pride within each House. It directly reflects our SAIP commitment to developing a structured
House program with House activities to strengthen student connection and belonging .
Throughout the day, students participated in a wide range of activities including dancing,
drumming, cooking, painting, weaving, art, treasure hunts, board games, and construction
challenges. There was a real sense of energy, teamwork, and joy across the school, with
students embracing new experiences and working collaboratively.
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What stood out most was:
The way students supported and encouraged one another
Older students stepping into leadership roles and guiding younger peers
New friendships forming across different year levels
A growing sense of pride and connection within each House
These experiences are central to building a safe, inclusive, and connected school culture, which
is a key outcome identified in our SAIP. By providing opportunities for students to engage in
shared experiences beyond the classroom, we are strengthening relationships, improving
wellbeing, and supporting students to feel known, valued, and connected.
Most importantly, this program reflects who we are at Sacred Heart—developing Faith-Filled,
Respectful, and Resilient Learners, living out our call to Love One Another in meaningful and
practical ways.
We are excited to continue building on this strong foundation, with House Activities continuing in
Term 2 as we further strengthen belonging and wellbeing across our school.

2026 School Production
It is with great excitement that we announce that in 2026, Sacred Heart will be holding a
whole-school production!
Our production will take place on Wednesday 2nd December at the Darwin Entertainment
Centre.
This presents a wonderful opportunity for our students to take to the stage, build
confidence, and be part of something truly special. Through this experience, students will
have the chance to develop skills in performance, teamwork, creativity, and collaboration,
while also celebrating their many gifts and talents.
Our goal is for this to be a whole-school experience, with every class contributing and every
student having the opportunity to be involved in some way.
Further details, including the theme and preparation process, will be shared over the coming
weeks. We look forward to bringing our community together for what promises to be a
memorable and exciting event.

Week 9 Award Winners
Each week at Sacred Heart, we take time to celebrate students who are demonstrating effort,
growth, and our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful, and Resilient Learners. These
awards recognise the many ways students contribute positively to their learning and to our
school community.
Congratulations to the following students:
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Room 1
Zyron Lalim – Welcome to Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School
Celeste Patard-Leibhardt – Academic award for demonstrating understanding of greater than
and less than

Room 3
Tyler Campbell – Working hard to complete tasks carefully and correctly, showing great
improvement in reading and writing
Vincent Quigg – Demonstrating resilience and bravery, especially during morning routines
and throughout the school day
Raiden Silver – Making a strong effort to follow school rules and make positive learning
choices

Room 5
Taanvi Sharma – Showing a genuine desire to learn by asking questions and seeking support
Miguel Osorio – Demonstrating focus and care in learning with consistent improvement in
reading and writing

Room 7
Lilly-Rose Benfield – Building confidence and applying letter and sound knowledge in writing
Leo Robertson – Showing respect and resilience with a consistently positive attitude to
learning
Willow Molles – Developing resilience and maintaining a positive mindset when facing
challenges

Room 9
Ethan Camilleri – Writing an excellent persuasive text and improving handwriting
Lex Flores – Being a respectful, hardworking, and positive role model in the classroom
Finn Copley – Demonstrating confidence in Maths and creativity in learning tasks
Cody Collins – Showing strong understanding in Religious Education and contributing
thoughtfully
Owen Carne – Making positive changes in learning attitude and demonstrating increased
cooperation

Room 10
Jaden Ekpu – Showing resilience, focus, and enthusiasm across all learning areas
Kris Poore – Actively engaging in learning and demonstrating outstanding effort and
positivity

Room 14
Velma Owino – Demonstrating resilience and a strong growth mindset in learning
Grace Woodman – Leading by example through kindness and consistently living out school
values

Room 15
Gavin Poore – Demonstrating respect through active listening and positive interactions
Giovanna Potts – Showing enthusiasm and curiosity during learning, asking thoughtful
questions
We are incredibly proud of all our award recipients and the way they continue to
demonstrate our school values each day. Keep up the fantastic work! 
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Term 2 Pupil Free Days Reminder
As we look ahead to Term 2, I would like to remind families of two upcoming Pupil
Free Days. These days are important opportunities for our staff to engage in
professional learning and formation, which directly supports the quality of teaching
and learning at Sacred Heart.

Monday 13 April (Day 1, Term 2)
This will be a CEO Professional Learning Day, where our staff will join with other
Catholic primary schools to participate in the Maths Collective with Dr Brendan Lee.
This professional learning focuses on strengthening teaching practices in
mathematics and supports our commitment to ensuring every student achieves
strong numeracy outcomes.

👉 Students do not attend school on this day
👉 The ELC will operate as normal, and OSHC will be available as part of the holiday
program

Friday 1 May
This will be our annual Staff Formation Day, where staff from the School, ELC, and
OSHC come together to deepen their understanding of our Catholic identity, mission,
and values, while continuing to grow professionally and spiritually as one
community.

👉 Please note that both school students and ELC children will not attend on this
day, as all Sacred Heart services will be closed to support staff participation in this
important professional learning

In addition, please note that Monday 4 May is a Public Holiday, with students
returning to school on Tuesday 5 May.

We understand that pupil free days require additional planning for families and
greatly appreciate your ongoing support. These days are a valuable investment in
our staff, ensuring we continue to provide high-quality learning experiences for all
students.
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Key Dates
Please note: Dates are correct at the time of publication. Some events may change, and
additional events may be added. Families are encouraged to check each weekly newsletter for
updates.

Term 1 (29 January – 2 April)

Primary Interschool Cricket

31 March – 8:30am – 2:00pm

Stations of the Cross Mass

2 April – 9:00am

Easter Hat Parade

2 April – 2:15pm

End of Term 1
2 April

Term 2 (14 April – 19 June)

Staff Professional Learning Day – Pupil Free Day 13 April

Students Return for Term 2 14 April

Swimming Program 14 April – 24 April (Weeks 1 & 2)

ANZAC Day Liturgy (No Assembly) 24 April – 9:00am

School Photos 27 April

Catholic Identity Day – Pupil Free Day 1 May

Mother’s Day Breakfast 8 May – 7:30am

Mother’s Day Liturgy 8 May – 8:30am

Interschool Tennis 20 May

Simultaneous Storytime 27 May

Interschool Soccer 27 May

Making Jesus Real (MJR) – Student Sessions 3 June

School Officers’ Day 10 June

Sacred Heart Day Mass 12 June – 9:00am

Sacred Heart Day Activities 12 June – 10:30am

Upcoming Fortnight
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Final Word

As we come to the end of a wonderful Term 1, I would like to sincerely thank our entire Sacred
Heart community- our students, staff, and families- for the way you have contributed to such
a positive and successful start to the year. It has been a term filled with growth, connection,
and a strong sense of belonging, and this is only possible through the partnership we share.
As we approach Easter, I wish all of our families a safe and blessed time of rest, reflection,
and celebration. Easter reminds us of hope, renewal, and the power of love- values that sit at
the heart of our school.

We look forward to finishing the term strongly together and hope to see many of our families
at our Easter Hat Parade on Thursday 2nd April at 2:15pm- a joyful celebration of creativity,
community, and the spirit of our school.

Thank you again for a fantastic term. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
refreshed and ready for an exciting Term 2.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved. 
Stephen Versteegh
Principal


	MR. V’S WEEKLY
	NEWSLETTER
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	Sunday Gospel Reflection
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	Teaching & Learning-  Celebrating Growth in Literacy
	Pastoral Care & Wellbeing
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	2026 School Production
	Week 9 Award Winners
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	Term 2 Pupil Free Days Reminder
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	Key Dates
	Please note: Dates are correct at the time of publication. Some events may change, and additional events may be added. Families are encouraged to check each weekly newsletter for updates.
	Term 1 (29 January – 2 April)
	Primary Interschool Cricket
	Stations of the Cross Mass
	Easter Hat Parade
	Term 2 (14 April – 19 June)

	Upcoming Fortnight
	WEEK 10 TERM 1 2026

	Final Word

