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Dear Sacred Heart Community,

Can you believe it- Week 8 already! It's incredible how quickly the termis
moving, and there is a lot happening around the school.

NAPLAN continues this week tor our students in Years 3 and 5.

We are very proud of the calm and positive way our students have
approached the assessments so tar. At Sacred Heart, NAPLAN is just one
shapshot of learning, but it also provides valuable information that helps

us understand student progress and continue to strengthen our teaching
and learning programs. We wish our students all the best as they complete
the remaining assessments this week.

Week 8 is also one of my favourite weeks of the school year as we celebrate Harmony Week.
Harmony Week is a wondertul opportunity to recognhise and celebrate the rich diversity of cultures
that make up our Sacred Heart community. It reminds us that everyone belongs and that our
differences make our community stronger.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming families to our Harmony Week Shared Lunch on
Thursday. This event is always a highlight, as families generously share food that reflects their
culture and traditions. It is a beautiful way for our community to come together, learn from one
another, and celebrate the spirit of belonging.

At Sacred Heart, Harmony Week connects strongly with our values of being Faith-Filled, Respecttul,
and Resilient Learners. By celebrating each other's cultures and showing respect and Kindness, we
truly live out the message of Jesus: “Love one another as | have loved you.” (John 13:34).




ﬂ Sunday Gospel Reflection

Fourth Sunday of Lent

John 9:1-41 - The Healing of the Man Born Blind

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear the powerful story of Jesus healing a man who had been blind
since birth. At first, the people around him only see his blindness and begin asking whose fault it
might be. But Jesus helps them see something much deeper- that God’s love and power can bring
light into even the darkest situations.

Jesus places mud on the man’s eyes and asks him to wash in the pool of Siloam. When the man
obeys, he is healed and able to see for the first time. While the miracle is extraordinary, the story is
also about more than physical sight. It reminds us that Jesus helps us see the world differently-
with faith, compassion, and understanding.

Interestingly, while the man who was blind begins to see clearly, many of the people around him
remain “blind” in another way. They struggle to recognise the goodness of what has happened and
question how it could be possible. The Gospel reminds us that sometimes the greatest blindness is
not with our eyes, but with our hearts.

During this season of Lent, this story invites us to reflect on how Jesus brings light into our lives.
When we listen to Him and follow His example, we begin to see others with kindness, respect, and
love- just as God sees them.

At Sacred Heart, this message connects strongly with our call to be Faith-Filled, Respectful, and
Resilient Learners, living the commandment of Jesus to “Love one another as | have loved you.”
(John 13:34).

Questions for Families to Reflect On:
o What do you think the man who was healed might have felt when he could finally see?
e In what ways can Jesus help us “see” others with more kindness and understanding?

» Are there times when we might miss the good things happening around us? How can we
become more aware of them?

o What is one way we can bring light, kindness, or encouragement to someone this week?

May this Gospel remind us that Jesus is the light who guides us, helping us to see the world — and
each other- with love.
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A\Teaching & Learning-
A Balanced Approach to Technology

Technology continues to play an important role in the world our students are growing up in.
At Sacred Heart, we recognise that digital skills are important, but we also know that the
most powerful learning in primary school comes from strong foundations in literacy,
numeracy, and explicit teaching by the classroom teacher.

In 2026, Sacred Heart is adopting a balanced and purposeful approach to the use of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in classrooms. This approach ensures
that technology supports learning where it adds value, while protecting the time students
need to develop essential skills such as reading, writing, speaking, and mathematical
thinking.

Research and school data consistently show that strong literacy and numeracy foundations
are the greatest predictors of long-term academic success. For this reason, we are
intentionally focusing on teacher-led instruction, rich discussion, hands-on learning, and
access to high-quality books and physical learning materials.

From 2026, our staged approach to ICT will include:

Transition - Year 2:

Students will not use personal devices such as iPads or laptops during lessons. The focus
will be on developing oral language, reading, writing, and numeracy through explicit
teaching and hands-on learning. Teachers will still use technology such as smart screens
and visualisers to support instruction.

Year 3 - Year 4:

Student use of ICT will be limited primarily to the Digital Technologies curriculum,
approximately one hour per week. This allows students to begin developing digital literacy
and problem-solving skills while maintaining a strong focus on core learning.

Year 5 - Year 6:
ICT use will be purposeful and capped at approximately one hour per day, supporting
research, publishing, collaboration, and preparation for secondary school.

Another key shift is our move away from reliance on online reading programs trialled
previously, with funding redirected into quality books, decodable readers, classroom
libraries, and hands-on numeracy resources to further strengthen learning in the early and
middle years.
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Our goal is simple: technology should enhance learning, not replace the powerful impact of
great teaching and strong foundations.

At Sacred Heart, this balanced approach supports our mission of forming Faith-Filled,

Respectful, and Resilient Learners, ensuring our students are both strong readers and
confident users of technology as they grow.

Points for Families to Consider at Home

To support a healthy and balanced relationship with technology, families may like to reflect
on:

How much screen time is appropriate for children during the week?
Are there opportunities to prioritise reading physical books at home each day?

How can technology be used creatively (research, learning, creating) rather than only for
entertainment?

Are there regular times in the day where devices are put away to allow for conversation, play,
and family connection?

By working together as a school community, we can help children develop strong learning
habits, healthy technology use, and a lifelong love of reading and learning.




w Pastoral Care & Wellbeing

One of the great strengths of the Sacred Heart community is the respect we show for one
another. Each day we see this lived out in many ways, and one of the clearest ways we show
respect is through kindness.

Kindness is how we “fill other people’s buckets” through the things we say and do. It is not
simply about being polite or friendly. Kindness is choosing to see others the way God sees
them- with compassion, patience, and love.

Sometimes kindness means looking for the good in people, even when it might be difficult to
see. It can be including someone who is on their own, encouraging a friend who feels unsure,
or saying sorry when we know we have hurt someone. Often it is the small everyday actions
that matter most- holding the door open, sharing with a friend, thanking a teacher, or helping
pack away equipment.

These simple choices help build a school where everyone feels safe, valued, and respected.
When we show kindness, we are living out our Sacred Heart values of being Faith-Filled and
Respectful learners. Being Faith-Filled means following the example of Jesus, who showed
compassion and care to everyone- especially those who were lonely, sick, or struggling.

Being Respectful means recognising that every person has dignity and worth, and that our
words and actions have the power to lift others up.

Kindness is how these values come to life in our school.

Saint Mary MacKillop once said:

“Find happiness in making others happy.”

This reminds us that true joy often comes from what we give to others. Every time we help
someone, show patience, share a smile, or include someone in a game, we are helping to
build a community of care and belonging.

As families, you may like to talk together about:

What are some simple ways we can show kindness each day?

How can we include others who may feel left out?

When someone shows us kindness, how does it make us feel?

How can we help make our school and community an even kinder place?

At assembly we also watched a short video that reminds us how powerful one small act of
kindness can be.

Kindness Boomerang — One Day



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU

@;ﬂ Pastoral Care & Wellbeing Cont.

As we continue through the term, we encourage everyone to keep asking a simple but
powerful question:

How can | show kindness and respect to someone today?

Because when we choose kindness, we truly show the heart of Sacred Heart- a community
filled with faith, respect, and love for one another.

Key Message — Student Pick-Up Safety

The safety of our students is always our highest priority. Over the past week we have
observed a number of very close calls during afternoon pick-up, particularly in the Church
carpark and the Kiss and Go area. For this reason, we are asking all families to please follow
the established procedures carefully.

Kiss and Go (Church Carpark Queue)

If you are in the Kiss and Go line, please do not call your child over early. Students should
only approach vehicles when the car has reached the front of the queue. A staff member on
duty will assist your child to safely enter the vehicle.

Last week we observed several situations where children entered cars that were third or

fourth in the queue, with vehicles then attempting to pull out. This created dangerous
situations with moving traffic and could easily have resulted in an accident.

Parking in the Church Carpark

If you choose to park in the Church carpark, please walk over and collect your child from the
supervised waiting area rather than calling them across the carpark. Children should not be
crossing between moving or queued vehicles.

On Tuesday, particularly due to the rain, several unsafe situations occurred where:

Children were called across the carpark through moving traffic.

Parents walked between vehicles waiting in the Kiss and Go line.

Some adults stepped in front of cars with umbrellas, limiting driver visibility.

Parents moved through the line of students waiting, creating congestion and confusion.
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Unfortunately, the same unsafe practices were observed again the following day with some
families not following the established procedures.

Front of School Pick-Up

If you are collecting your child from the front of the school, please ensure that you are not
parking on the yellow lines, as these areas must remain clear for safety and visibility. If you are
parked across the road, please ensure that you and your child use the designated school
crossing when crossing the road. This helps ensure that all children cross safely with clear
visibility for drivers.

We know afternoon pick-up can be busy, and we appreciate everyone’s patience. These
procedures are in place to ensure every child gets home safely. By working together and
following the process, we can keep our pick-up areas safe for all students and families.

Thank you for your support in helping keep Sacred Heart a safe community for everyone.

wl/, .
32X~ Celebrating Excellence-

" Week 7 Award Winners

Each week at Sacred Heart we take time to celebrate students who are demonstrating effort,
growth, and our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful, and Resilient Learners. These
awards recognise the many ways students contribute positively to their learning and to our
school community.

Congratulations to our Week 7 award recipients:
Room 1
Alex Ye — For counting accurately from 0 to 20.

Ella Sullivan — For showing she is Faith-Filled by reverently making the Sign of the Cross before
and after prayers.

Room 3

Madison Powling — For your awesome work on numbers to 20. You recognised and wrote
numbers in many different ways. Well done for working your hardest!

Korben Gostynski — For giving your absolute best in all areas this week. You have been Faith-
Filled during prayer, shown kindness to others, set a great example, and taken pride in your
work.

Room 5

Rosalie Zhang — For excellent understanding of partitioning numbers and using the bridge to 10
strategy to add numbers within 20.

Athena Butterworth — For your engagement in learning and your effort in strengthening your
literacy and number skills. Keep trying your best each day!
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Room 7

Ava Whitlock — For your thoughtful and creative visual reflection on where you see God in the
world. Your artwork showed a deep understanding of God’s loving presence in creation.

Kamira Butterworth — For consistently trying your best and showing respect to teachers and
peers while supporting others in their learning.

Archer Brant — For trying your best in learning, building positive connections, and showing
respect to others.

Maxwell Schneider — For making a positive effort to participate in learning and listening carefully
during mat time and small group activities.

Room 9

Samuel Akande — For showing growth in attentive listening and using feedback to improve your
persuasive writing.

Lourdes Cartwright — For outstanding consistency, determination, and a positive attitude toward
learning.

Aaliyah Yates — For demonstrating resilience and a positive attitude while improving your
persuasive writing through feedback.

Room 10

Ava Camilleri — For achieving an A in both Religion assessments, writing a compelling
persuasive text, and demonstrating outstanding resilience, respect, and enthusiasm for
learning.

Koby Ryan — For actively engaging in classroom activities and modelling positive behaviours for
others.

Room 11

Lina Meggarity — For demonstrating a fantastic growth mindset during NAPLAN and being a
positive and collaborative member of the class.

Kobe Belbin — For achieving a perfect score on your spelling test and demonstrating strong
understanding of spelling rules and tricky words.

Room 14

Eli Staveley — For your fantastic attitude toward learning, especially your enthusiasm when
contributing to our class novel study of Just Macbeth!.

Mae Collins — For your fantastic attitude in Maths, embracing challenges and showing
determination when solving problems.

Elsie Ryan-Smith — Welcome to Room 14. We are very happy to have you join our class.



WEEK 8 TERM 12026

Room 15

Vahn Harris-Turner — For your eagerness to participate in our novel study, showing strong
comprehension and making thoughtful predictions.

Amelia Carroll — For demonstrating resilience and courage when leading assembly last week and

stepping outside of your comfort zone.

. Well done to all our award winners. We are incredibly proud of the way you are living the

Sacred Heart values each day!

Please note: Dates are correct at the time of publication. Some events may change, and
additional events may be added. Families are encouraged to check each weekly newsletter for
updates.

Term 1 (29 January - 2 April)

Harmony Week
16 March — Monday Assembly

19 March — Harmony Week Assembly
20 March — Harmony Week Shared Lunch

Parent Teacher Interviews

25 March — 3:15pm - 6:30pm
26 March — 3:15pm - 6:30pm

Primary Interschool Cricket

31 March — 8:30am - 2:00pm

Stations of the Cross Mass

2 April = 9:00am
Easter Hat Parade
2 April —2:15pm

End of Term 1
2 April

Term 2 (14 April - 19 June)

Staff Professional Learning Day - Pupil Free Day 13
April

Students Return for Term 2 14 April

Swimming Program 14 April — 24 April (Weeks 1 & 2)
ANZAC Day Liturgy (No Assembly) 24 April — 9:00am
School Photos 27 April

Catholic Identity Day — Pupil Free Day 1 May
Mother’s Day Breakfast 8 May — 7:30am

Mother’s Day Liturgy 8 May — 8:30am

Interschool Tennis 20 May

Simultaneous Storytime 27 May

Interschool Soccer 27 May

Making Jesus Real (MJR) - Student Sessions 3 June
School Officers’ Day 10 June

Sacred Heart Day Mass 12 June — 9:00am

Sacred Heart Day Activities 12 June — 10:30am
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Mon 16th March

Tues 17th March

Wed 18th March

Thurs 19th March

Fri 20th March

NAPLAN Week 2 + catch up testing

8.30am: Assembly

Cricket in School
Program: PE class

Harmony Week

Cricket in School
Program: Sport
class

Cricket in School
Program: Sport
class

Harmony Day
Shared Lunch: 1pm

#:30am Harmony
Day assembly- Em
11

Mon 23rd March

Tues 24th March

Wed 25th March

Thurs 26th March

Fri 27th March

8.30am: Assembly

Cricket in School
Program: Sport

Cricket in School
Program: Sport

15C Forum: Emma

8.30am: Assembly-
Room 5

class class
Cricket in School

Program: PE class

11:30am - 1:30pm:
House Electives
Parent Teacher
Interviews: 3230 -
G.30pm

Parent Teacher
Interviews: 3:30 -
6.30pm

As we head into one of the most exciting weeks of the term, there is a real sense of energy and
celebration across Sacred Heart. Harmony Week is a special time for our school community as we
celebrate the many cultures, stories, and backgrounds that make Sacred Heart such a rich and
vibrant place to learn and grow.

| am especially looking forward to our Harmony Week Shared Lunch on Thursday, which is always
a highlight of the week. It is a wonderful opportunity for families, students, and staff to come
together, share food, and celebrate the message that everyone belongs in our community.

Thank you for the way you continue to support our students and help uphold the high expectations
and positive culture that make Sacred Heart such a special place. Let’s make this a fantastic week
of celebration, connection, and living out our call to “Love one another as | have loved you.” (John
13:34).

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal
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