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On Sunday 8 March, communities across Australia and the world celebrated '\B}" r
International Women's Day. This day recognises the achievements, 3;. e B ey
leadershipand contributions of women and also reminds us of the ‘2. D
importance of continuing to create opportunities for women and girls in y@*.:

every part of society.The Australian theme for 2026,

“March Forward: For ALL Women and Girls,” highlights the importance of
continuing to make progress so that every woman and every girl has the
opportunity to learn, lead and thrive.

At Sacred Heart, we will have time to acknowledge and celebrate this
important day on Monday 9th of March during our assembily. It was a
wonderful opportunity to recognise theincredible women in our school
community and the important role they play in shaping the lives ot our
students each day. Following the assembly, we also shared a morning tea with

staft as a small gesture of appreciation for the commitment, care and leadership shown by the women
In oUr community.

We are truly blessed at Sacred Heart to have exceptional female staft who serve as powertul role
models for our students. Through their dedication to teaching, their compassion for students and
families, and their leadership within our community, they demonstrate what it means to live out our
school values of being Faith-Filled, Respecttul and Resilient Learners.

Every day our students see these values lived out through the actions ot the women in our school-
whether it is through patience in the classroom, encouragement when learning is challenging, or the
many ways they support and care for our school community. These everyday moments have a
powertul impact, particularly for our young girls, as they see what strong, capable and compassionate
leadership looks like.

International Women's Day is also a wonderful reminder for our students to recognise and appreciate
the important women in their own lives- their mothers, srandmothers, aunties, teachers and community
members- who guide, support and inspire them each day.

To the incredible women ot our Sacred Heart community, thank you tor the difference you make every
day. Your commitment to our students and your dedication to our school help make Sacred Heart the
special place thatitis.




ﬂ Sunday Gospel Reflection

This Sunday we reflect on the Gospel reading from John 4:5- 42, which tells the story of Jesus
meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. In this powerful encounter, Jesus speaks with a woman
who feels excluded and judged by others, yet He meets her with compassion, truth and
understanding.

In his reflection for Vatican News, Abbot Marion Nguyen reminds us that Lent is a time to pause
and reflect on our lives- much like someone who stops at a well to draw water. At the well we
encounter truth, renewal and the opportunity to begin again.

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks about “living water,” a symbol of the life and hope that comes from
God. Just as water refreshes and gives life, God’s truth refreshes our hearts and helps us grow in
faith. The Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus changes her life, reminding us that God meets
us where we are and invites us to grow.

For our students, this message connects strongly with our school values of being Faith-Filled,
Respectful and Resilient Learners. Being faith-filled means taking time to listen to God. Being
respectful means treating others with care and honesty. Being resilient means recognising when
we need to improve and having the courage to try again.

As families, Lent is a wonderful time to slow down and reflect together on how we can grow in faith
and in the way we care for others.

Reflection Questions for Home

You may wish to discuss these questions together as a family:

Why do you think Jesus chose to speak kindly with the Samaritan woman when others might not
have?

What does “living water” mean to you and how might faith help guide your life?

What is one way you can show kindness, understanding or forgiveness to someone this week?

These small moments of reflection help remind us that faith is something we live every day through
our actions, choices and care for others.
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A, Teaching & Learning- NAPLAN

This week our Year 3 and Year 5 students will begin NAPLAN, and we wish them all the very
best. We are proud of the effort our students put into their learning each day, and NAPLAN
provides an opportunity for them to demonstrate some of the skills they have been developing in

reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy.

NAPLAN is an important assessment for schools as it allows us to look at student growth over

time. In particular, we are able to compare how students progress from Year 3 to Year 5, which
helps us understand the impact of our teaching programs and the learning that occurs across the
years at Sacred Heart. This information supports our teachers and leadership team to reflect on
what is working well and where we can continue to strengthen our teaching and learning programs.

At Sacred Heart, however, we are very mindful that NAPLAN is just one measure of learning

and represents a single point-in-time assessment. Throughout the year our teachers use a
wide range of assessments- including classroom work, observations, reading assessments, writing
samples and numeracy tasks- to build a full understanding of each student’s progress and learning
needs.

Families play an important role in supporting students during NAPLAN. The best way to help your
child is by:

e Ensuring they get a good night’s sleep

e Providing a healthy breakfast

e Helping them arrive at school calm and ready to do their best

e Encouraging them to simply try their best and not worry about the result

Most importantly, we remind our students that NAPLAN is simply an opportunity to show what
they know. What matters most is the effort they put into their learning every day.
We wish all of our Year 3 and Year 5 students the very best and are confident they will approach

the assessments with the same confidence, resilience and effort they show in their learning
each day.
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@ Pastoral Care & Wellbeing

At our assembly on Friday, | spoke with students about the importance of being honest in our
learning and having the courage to accept feedback. Sometimes when learning becomes
challenging, it can be tempting to take the easy option- perhaps saying we have finished something
when we have not, avoiding feedback, or not putting in our best effort. However, real learning
happens when we are willing to listen, reflect and try again.

At Sacred Heart, we encourage our students to see feedback as a gift that helps them grow. Our
teachers work hard to support students with clear guidance and encouragement so that every child
can continue improving in their learning. When students are open to feedback and willing to
persevere, they develop the confidence and resilience needed to succeed.

This message connects strongly with our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and

Resilient Learners. Being respectful means listening to others and accepting support. Being resilient
means continuing to try, even when something feels difficult.

Families can support these conversations at home by asking questions such as:
What is something you learned this week that was challenging?

Did a teacher or friend give you feedback that helped you improve something?

What is something you are still working on getting better at?

How did you show resilience in your learning this week?

These small conversations help children understand that learning is a journey, and that growth
comes through effort, reflection and being open to feedback.

wl/, .
32X~ Celebrating Excellence-

-

A~ Week 6 Award Winners

Each week at Sacred Heart we take time to celebrate students who are
demonstrating effort, growth and our school values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful

and Resilient Learners. These awards recognise the many ways students contribute
positively to their learning and to our school community.

Please note that not all Week 6 award winners were able to be included in this
week’s newsletter. Any students not listed below will be acknowledged and
celebrated in next week’s newsletter.




WEEK 7 TERM 12026

Room 1

Grace Lakey - For being respectful towards her classmates by always being kind and helping others
when needed.

Maxwell Dawson — For showing determination as he learns how to write his name.

Room 3

Thiago Guerrero — For the beautiful way you spread joy and kindness in the classroom each day. You
walk in the footsteps of Jesus and are such a wonderful member of the Room 3 classroom.

Jordan Hall — For always being willing to share your ideas on the mat with your teacher and friends.
You have shown great learning so far in Transition. Keep it up!

Room 5

Wolfgang Kaliebe — For your continued efforts and enthusiasm towards strengthening your reading
skills. Keep up the fantastic work—your growth and progress are amazing to see!

Luis Francis-Marold — For your resilience in tasks, kindness toward others, and growing
understanding of our class expectations and routines. You are doing a fantastic job. Keep it up!

Room 7

Mateo Pardo — For demonstrating a strong understanding of tens and ones and applying counting and
ordering numbers to 120. Well done Mateo!

Sochi Nwabueze - For consistently demonstrating our Sacred Heart value of Respect through your
care, consideration and willingness to support both your teacher and peers. Thank you for your positive
contributions to our classroom community.

Ava Belbin - For always showing kindness and care to others. You demonstrate a faith-filled and
respectful attitude towards your learning and are an amazing role model to your peers.

Room 9
Connor Chapman - For demonstrating outstanding results in our SpellEx program.
Roxanne Samardin — For demonstrating strong reading comprehension skills.

Alana Ogar - For demonstrating our school values each day by being respectful to others, showing
your faith through your actions, and demonstrating resilience when learning becomes challenging.

Room 14
Awards were not presented this week due to many students attending Mini Vinnies activities.
Students will be recognised in Week 7.

Room 15

Josh Bogi — For demonstrating resilience when facing challenges in Maths. You seek assistance when
needed and always try your best to achieve your goals.

Maddie Said - For demonstrating a strong understanding of the formula for the area of a rectangle and
achieving 100% on your test. Congratulations!

Maximus Samardin — Welcome to Sacred Heart! We are so lucky to have you here and part of Room
15.
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Upcoming Fortnight

Please note: Dates are correct at the time of publication. Some events may change, and additional
events may be added. Families are encouraged to check each weekly newsletter for updates.

Mon 9th March Tues 10th March Wed 11th March Thurs 12th March Fri13th March

8.30am: Assembly | AFL in School NAPLAN
Program: PE class
AFL in School EAP Meetings 8:30am Awards
AFL in School Program: Sport Assembly led by
Program: PE class class Room 9
EAP meetings
Mon 16th March Tues 17th March Wed 18th March Thurs 19th March Fri 20th March

NAPLAN Week 2 + catch up testing

Harmony Week

8.30am: Assembly

Cricket in School
Program: Sport
class

Cricket in School
Program: PE class

Cricket in School
Program: Sport

class

3.30: Staff
Meeting: Christine
Sutherland

Harmony Day
Shared Lunch: 1pm

8:30am Harmony
Day assembly- Rm
11

Key Dates - Semester 1, 2026

Term 1

Harmony Week
e Monday 16 March - Assembly (8:30am)
e Thursday 19th March Shared Lunch
(Please note this has changed)
e Friday 20 March - Assembly (8:30am)
e Parent-Teacher Interviews - Wednesday 25 March &
Thursday 26 March, 3:15pm-6:30pm

Term2

e Stations of the Cross Mass - Wednesday 1 April, 9:00am

Easter Hat Parade - Wednesday 1 April, 2:15pm

e Term 2 Begins - Monday 13 April-

(Pupil Free day - OSCH open)

Easter Liturgy - Tuesday 14 April, 9:00am (TBC)
Swimming Program - 14 April - 24 April (Weeks 1 & 2)
ANZAC Day Liturgy (No Assembly) - Friday 24 April,
9:00am

School Photos - Monday 27 April

Staff Formation Day- Friday 1 May

(Pupil Free Day- all services closed)

Mother's Day Breakfast - Friday 8 May, 7:30am
Mother’s Day Liturgy - Friday 8 May, 8:30am
Simultaneous Storytime - Wednesday 27 May
Sacred Heart Day Mass - Friday 12 June, 9:00am
Sacred Heart Day Activities - Friday 12 June, 10:30am
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Thank you for the continued support you show our school each day. Sacred
Heart is a very special community because of the partnership that exists
between our students, families and staff. Together we create an
environment where every child is encouraged to grow in faith, learning and
confidence. Whether it is through classroom learning, moments of
reflection during Lent, or the many opportunities students have to
challenge themselves, we see our young people striving to live out our
values of being Faith-Filled, Respectful and Resilient Learners. | am
continually grateful for the trust families place in our school and for the
shared commitment we have to ensuring every child is known, supported
and inspired to reach their full potential.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved.

Stephen Versteegh
Principal




