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Dear Members of the Sacred Heart Community, 
 

As we approach the conclusion of the Lenten 
season and prepare to enter into Holy Week next 

Thursday, Pope Francis' Lenten message 
resonates deeply with the values we hold dear as 
a Catholic community. Pope Francis calls us to:  

 
 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

 Fast from worries and have trust in God. 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy. 

Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to 
others. 

Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 
His message serves as a reminder of the 

transformative power of Lent and the importance 
of self-reflection as we journey towards Easter. 

 
One of five key Strategic Aspirations of our 

Sacred Heart Strategic Plan—Small School Big 
Heart—2024 to 2027 is:  

 
We are committed to fostering an inclusive and 

intentional learning community. 

May the 
blessed 

promise of 
the Risen 

Christ 
bring joy to 

all your 
days, and 
peace to 

your heart. 
Have a 

wonderful 
Easter. 

2 
Corinthians 

9:15 
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One key aspect of this aspiration is our dedication to ensuring each stu-

dent's annual growth in Literacy. We have implemented various initiatives 

to achieve this goal, including introducing a dedicated Literacy Block each 

morning. During this time, students will engage in: 

 

- Daily Review of the previous lesson and skills learnt 

-Synthetic Phonics and Phonemic Awareness 

-Literature/Language 

-Comprehension  

-Vocabulary 

-Fluency  

-Independent reading 

-Writing 

-Self Assessment against Success Criteria of 

the lesson 

 

I am delighted to witness the remarkable growth in Literacy among many of 

our students based on our progress data analysis. However, we recognise 

that there is still work to be done to ensure every student achieves at least a 

year's worth of growth for a year's worth of learning (minimum). Therefore, 

we remain agile and adaptive in our approach, continuously adjusting our 

strategies and interventions to meet the evolving needs of our learners. 

Feedback plays a crucial role in our commitment to student growth and  

development, and research shows that students who receive high-quality 

feedback can make an additional eight months of progress over a year.  

Feedback provided by our dedicated staff must be purposeful, directed and 

written for the student, with the student's progress in mind. We encourage 

parents to actively engage with their child's teacher's feedback, focusing on 

key areas for improvement while also affirming the student's strengths and 

achievements. Through collaborative partnerships between home and 

school, we can further support our students/your child on their learning 

journey. 

As we journey through the final days of Lent and anticipate the joyous cele-

bration of Easter, let us heed Pope Francis' call to embrace kindness, pa-

tience and compassion in our interactions with each other. 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved. 

Stephen Versteegh 

Principal  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION AND UPDATES 

  

CALENDAR 

 

WEEK 8  

THURSDAY 28TH 
MARCH  

WEEK 9  AWARDS 
ASSEMBLY AND 
DRAWING OF THE 
P AND F EASTER 
RAFFLE AT 
8:30AM   

WEEK 9  

TUESDAY 2ND 
APRIL  

RESURRECTION 
MASS IN THE 
CHURCH AT 9AM  

EASTER HAT 
PARADE AT 
2:15PM  

WEEK 10 

22 

 

https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091443498856  

Please like and share our new Sacred 

Heart Catholic Primary School Facebook 

Page. Please see the link 

Download the School stream app to  

receive latest news, alerts and events. 

 

https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091443498856
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